


THE VALLEY
OF THE COBRAS

pehoals| layan state,

You ?... why haven't
you fallen ?

EXCUSE ME
Highwness ...

T TOTTIRT
enel ul perhap:
GRS woodwil

[, a
which People uiten i
reribeps and Places bt wit

anngl | The oxelugive French skis joven thi
partic- | resart Vargtse (Haute-Savoie) [itwasn)
eption| counte among its guesis the[and ney
ximity [Maharjuh of Gopal, ruler of fremuin
n 18954] the tiny indépendent Hima- |gravely

timeto

perlous| His. Highriess, an accom: Lhe peo
whutly | plished gporisman, is o naster noneshi
Initlons| ol the art of ekitng. His style i jonly ony

ificent | the: envy of all. Brimming |becaust

hotal{ with confidence, he attacks |bandit
dsitars) the sloies packing roing and it lencouns

Your Highness isn't hurk Fhes

1 say... there, Jo!

acloser look 7

The Maharajah of Gopal'
. Why don't we have

_?




i By Kalil,. Who are those R Little dewons!... You dare bo pass ME ?
upstarts ?... The cheek of it! To = 7 - =
go faster than we! ... Stop!

I_order FiFty strokes of the cane on the soles
\[But Your Highness,.. | of thair fegk ...

[ What ... Are you May the gods forbid, High -
by any chance nesst, .1 just wanted fo
questioning my remind you thak weargn't in

orders 2... Gopal, we're in France, and

& the law here ...

%

By Kali! And have [ no
right to punish these
rascals ?

[ We'll see about that ! T
shall punish them myself !

He's crazy ! ... What did we do
to Wim 7

| don’s know... 1
Aow't understand,

You haven't hurt yourself,

Hginrece? [ And you 7. well 2. ] erzre, Your

What are you waiting for?... || | | Highwess. ..




we'll go back to
the hotel!

Look, Zette, they're throwing svowballs
over there,.. Wiy don't we Have a go?...

But | beg Your Highnﬁss]

I repeat : if those little
brats haven't been to
seek wy pardon within
the hour, [ am
feaving your hotel !

(Highness! ... Useless! My
Highness! ... decision is
Plense |6k me irrevocable !
explain 0. | 78 oA ]

WE...

Oh!...1...1 dabeg your | & 2l
% =IR F wf'\,‘ s

p?rniéid T Your Highness, e CeVes &1

What has An outrage! . A criminal
happened Your || outrage! . They were
Highness 7 || waiting for me! They

= threw a svowball at me!

Assassins! ... [ will have them

’ whipped ... the bastinado!

.. then 111 have
| [them impaled !




They've gome!..Let's
get back home, quick!

[1t's a scandal! | shall complain! ...
Lﬂmﬂ I'wi lgaving the hotel !

Nothing we can do! Hes
in A LOWEring rage...

Go and find some more
vases and bowis, .

then you break them.,
I'm getbing tired.

BADALAH ! 1
BADALAH /!
BADALAH !/

&/j‘fs a‘:: ’AH' Il-EDunds_‘

asif he's
calming doww. ..

Unlimited. Yes. yes 0 [|9py of Toptecs || Highnesss

lace ... The Maharajah
of Gopal?...] sge..
At the Hotel des

H Neiges...Very good . )
Tl be there at ance. . | b

Hello,.. Teprecs Hercules Good- |[Badalah, His ['we sent For you.., You

...What 7 A pearl neck- Whlimited SEL- ebary. his beautiful peari

seg, the Maharajah |eft

necklace in the bathroom, ..
A neeklace worth
milligns ... and now ib's
vanished ,, .




[ But

here comes

.'ﬁ:ho 15 bhis
person ?

Goodspy, Your Highness.
He's the detective ...
What ? Him? Him
A decective 7 ...
That's a li

May | present mr Herculcs }

el

But | assureg you, nghngss...]

Silenmce ! Not another ]
werd or 1'll have you
whipped ! ... You're ne
detective, and | can
prove it ..

How abeut that, eh? . ..
You still dare toclaim
that you're a detective?

T

Your Highuess
is joking, of
course.

I

[ Out of here, imposter! ... Out you go!
And never show your Face again ...
or it's the bastinado! 2

»

You tan't fool the Maharajah

4

Aotr Laler

| of Gopal that easily ...

Highness, may | present
auother detective ”

A real one ?

I

L believe so ..

We'll see !




By Kali! Yowdare to
n SUSPECE iy servants!

Good ! ... Now since you're
@ detective, tell me who
has stolen my pearl necklace.

(The door was closed, Inthe adjaimngsroom
were n:'o of mg Highness's servants. They
saw ana hear Hmwm,, Can they be
nothing ... trusted 7 Y

First, if you'll
allow we, I'll bakea
look in the bathroom,
| Your Highwess...

\Highness, it may well be that the
thief used bhe window after all ..
A small thief... A child, perhaps. ..
There are footprints showing
clearly (v the snow, ,.

(1.... Gertainly not, Your |
Highness... But In that
case the thief can only
have got in by the wing:
ow, which seems ko me
Foo small ta allow a man
ko enter ...

Tl take & closer

100k [n ovte hour, Highness, |

shall identify the
gullty parties! o

fhar; w;r
of thew, Children,
- | undoubtedly ...

this drainpipe
climtbed into the |

What an odd- | What docs he
looking fellow ! want with us 7




| Hello, my young Friends. May ]nskynua* Joand Zette Legrand... || | Thiae worried Ehem! I'mon the
fow questions® What are your names? |{ i Good... Er...Tell we, do you | right track!
know the Makarajah of Gopal?

Ths...tkr.mhargh of
Bopall.. Er,..yés..
\ictle

What's he

~welle. getting at?

The Maharajali has S0 they _sagr.'..,Ha! M!:._

some pretly pearls, Listen, I'll come clean. I'm a

isn't that right? detective commissioned bﬁtc
8.

...And if you hand the
|| necklace over, | prowise
there won't beany fuss, |

Makarajak.,. to recover
pear| necklace. It begnstol

" What? §;mme
“ e anecklace? |

Monsieur Legrand I rearet ) (The truth, and nothi
Mowalour Logrand 1 to tell you mnuwurgﬂdmh ! y | || buc the truth! ‘51‘.’r|'kr§;
aeumie, Allow e b Have stolen @ pearl hecklace 1} : ; we down if 1 tellalie!
Lt roduce wiyself: belowging to the Mahanjak ..
Hergulea Goodspy of of Gopal.
precs Uinlimited.




So, Mr Badalah, His 1
Highness's decision, ..

18 rrevocable : to
leave the hotel . The
Servants are already
packing tne friynks,

[ Your Highuess, | found |
Eiis casker 1n Ehe bathroom
cupboard, behind a pile
OF linen . What

sheula | do
wikhik?

Let’s have ook, . |
SEEW! LD remembier
putting sowething
TMSide .. What wits it

A caskel 7. Rewnnds me

i MY PEARL
of something: but what ? [

NECKLAGE (1! |

. Co—

7 |

Badalah! | Found

Bub Highness, the
my pear| necklace!

deteckive 7.0

IVl Oh yes, the derective
ol tell him bo come here
at once

Yes. | thought I'd [eFtiton
the Bachrodim shelf, but

I'd put it away inacasket
inacupboard. Just a
little lapse of wmgmory

B

I'm ot quite sure wherg
e is, Highoess

Nat quice sure! [
want to spgak bo lim
rhis iystant. d'you hear?

He's just arrived, Your
Highness !




[ By Kali! The |
twe who over-
took we, .. What
averve!, .. And

EHrew a swow-

ball at we! ['l]

get them,

Nevertheless, Highness,
the Faotprints | Followed
led wie o two children,
aud a wonkey. They
live ivt that chalet yeu
can see from here

Two children and
a wionkey?

I...Excuse wie.,. ['m sorry | didn'e [ There aren't an culprits,
Have Eime ko knock. . Highness, Mr Petective. Arry necklace |
m‘suhﬁcd tha:u!pnrﬁ’ Was peew found ! You have

: T tried todeceiveme ! |
shall give ordars ko have
you whrppad

Meore visitors ...
EHem this t:ﬂm .

Badalah! Call Mogadir i Highuess, [ beseech you.. think... the || | am above
abouce, We're going to .

teach those children
the lesson bhey
deserve !

the law!

law of this counkry .,

Goodwess | The one in |
front is :he Makarajah

Quick, Zette, leb's go
and hide!

No. we'll wait for bhem They're theones! [
< We've done nobh-Fug recogwnise them!

LS

\1‘
0

Mogadir ! ... Adwminister

[ Ho at, iy little jokera 1., Little wonsters! ;
Ehe punishwent!

| A last 've found you!...You will
| pny dearly for your insolence!

It's wot @ question
of the vecklace !
You dared to insult
e, and will be
caned phis inskant !

| assure you, Highness, |
it wasn't we whe
stole your necklace.,




5
I Forbid you
to intarvene!

Excuse mie, Highness, but ['m
the chiidrm‘e farher, and |

the right
you beat

They failed ro show proper
reepect. . Aneye for an eye, A
toobh Fora booth ! | insist

xhev must be pumchsd !

But what have they
done, i

| went out skiing,
and they over-
took me! And
EHey Ehrew a
snpwhall! It Wik

YW. Papa. That's what we

accident, and we're very

[Au eye for an |

\.-'zry ood. | accept.

Quite right!

My coat's i he

way .,

eyé ... A booth My akis are ab the Hatef
fora tooth.... 50 we'll begin with

A snowball the snowball

For As you wish, Your
sviowball . nghnsss

told you. But the snowpall
that hit the Maharajah wasn's
meant for him. 1T was an

sorry...and we really do |
b . k ¥ d L i

Highness you dre right:
thése children deserve bo
be punished . [ suggest
FHat you overbake thew
on eKis, and ENak you

throw @ siowball at them,

You dare o mock me?

Certainly not, Highness|

As you said: on gye

for an eye, a tookh For

A tookh. I'd add: a

| snowball for a srowball
. bhat's logical...

Held my
Jmnkﬁr

Now for some |
réal action !
Ha! hal ha!

S




showbinlls! We're aoing

" Mogadin, make we some
to have fun!

Quickly, put your things You howe paid one debt, (1. ef. um |
ow Highness... You'll Highwness, Now there's -1 will be
. Catch cald wereiful
Al A e Al || and...and..
) [LU e L
A...a...
gdaaaa

(7 5 ; .
AAAAAAA Highvess, may [ How do you . .you ...
TEHORO! » \ present my wife? | YO .-
Piain B Vit . : _ - W behoso!

wan'k you reme
i oanad get warm,
Your Highness!

Ploase sit down, Your | Your chalet hae i Fine [There,, We are
Highness, Let wie outiook! looking at:..at
wiake you a kot drink - Yes, it's a peaupi Ful i r ] P
Y view. And from my
Aesk you can 526 tHa
whole Mont Blanc range
You see...




Those are sowig
drawings I'm
werkivg on.,

{ [t looks |ike a bridage.

Yés, a suspension
2 bridge, in fact

Let's refoin bhe
Maharajak.

fag=z., . ga.

| ARAT TCHOUM
19 Ay el

EMAIL.

[ Mowsicur Legrand, my sec-
rekary tells we you arg an
enginger. That isaha.. ha...
W-atchooo.. happy coincidence

Next week frmvs

for Gogal

(1 Wave decided bo ta-ta-atchoo
oo tD EAKE YOu into Wy SEFVIGE.
You have a week @ more than
enough Fime to pack your

bags

Owie last debail . Your
salary will be £10 000
a wignbi

S0 [ pake it chat that
is nll agreed ?

'3

I'm grateful
Eo Your
Highwess, but
['w1 sorry

Lo tell you.. -
"o one
digtates
what | do,

(" What 717 ... You presume]
bo argue? ... THat's ...
Ehat's unbeard of | ...
Never before Was anyong
dared to defy we to

my face!

[ Buk | Have wore powsr at
my disposal thav you,
d'you hear ... As for your
independence.. | will break
Vo As...As. .,




( Ok wiy gooduess! Here we go
Aagain!” He's (n g blazing

[ Badalah ! ... Badalah ! il

. BADALAH!

Where's he gone
ke ?

[ You wiay perhaps have noticed Ehat )

His Highness somelimes goes inkd
. aomiood. AE such bimes HisHighness
Has a habit of swashing everything
within reach . IF you could pe s0
Kind as togive we theaddress of the
iy __ making that wtbreakable
ching, I'd be 50 grateful.

90 today, Papa?

rWIn ich way shall we

[ I'w sure you've thought Ehings over and agred
towmy plan. Hereis £60,000 v advavce... |'d
Just remind you we leave nexe week

'i?llﬁ"lllu T

'Hr'glmass, I hepe |

shaw't have bo repeat
this again. As | said -
woone dictates what
'do. | bid you good-
morning, Highness.

fi!

Badalah!
=kis!

I'll bring him to
1

4




Hi !:llln ess!
Be careful !

[ He will pay ! Wait till |

TRURINGY

i

T

[ Blogkhead. Bumphkin !
ndall. . Bandip!

rHt?'lr come with me by
hook or by crook. ..
That's my last

waord |




HELF!

HELP!

H-E-E-E-E-ELPY!

Help! Help.‘lTthuharajah"
has fallen into a
crevasse!

——
Go very carefully ! There
could be wmorg cracks ...

Don't worry, Highness,
Helpis on EHe way ! ...

"QH

And about
time, too!

Hello Highness, can you hear me’.,. |
I'wt going to thraw you a rope. Tie it round
You very securgly., Then we'll
pull g oL OUE OF

Sa [ should
kope! And
wake it snappy![

'Tfhr—refs the rope, H:ghnesg.‘
Have you got ik ?

We got you out of
there just in Eime,
eh Highness 7

Are youwall right,
Highness ? Nothing

broken 7. Tell us..

I Daf ! Youre wothing put
a clumsy paf !




Look : that wasa new jacket
come o aleng, Badalah !

Oaf!. You were say-
“ee ing, Highness |

Oh...excuse we, Highness, | thought
I heard you say " Thank-you"

)_{ what? Me thank you?. After |
| you've had phe hamour of pul-
ling meout of a crevasse?

You deserve tobe braren !

Have you gver had a 5 } rWeIl, Highness, I'm geing to take Enis
beating, Highness 7 apportuniby of giving you one, to teach
= Ve Yau SOWE manners !

Me? Mg 222

Are you mad

[ There!... Goodye, High-
ness. My profolndest
respects Lo you!

Where can he
Have gong

IF it's your boss you're
leekina for, I'm happy
b0 tell you ke isn't kis
usual seff




Why 7 What de you wmean ? ]

Well, as heleft the Wotel the |l
Maharajah called me "my H
friend" And that ien'tall: he
gave me__ a hundred francs...

He called the page “my

Friend ., And gave him a

hundred francs! an More
and more pecul

There heis! ..

Bub what arg those
il

Just as | feared!
He's heading towards ||

By the gods!
+.. Heaven kn
of revemnge he's
What can

.. Those parcels!
what sorb
cooking up!
[do?...

Gaved! ... Saved!.., There's
ieur Legrand .
%

- -
Good merning, Monsigur Legromd ...

.. &r. Excusewe, but. well . I've
Just seen His Hig_im:esg g up the
path towards your chalef.. And after
what Wappened yesterday . yowunder
stand .. ' werried. .

R




Neibherde | ..
It's amazing!

— =
[...er. forgive we. . But before
T left for Gopal | was anxious
to give.a swial| present te your
chifdren. .. so they wouldn't
think too badly of the
Maharajah ...

Legrand. |'m sorry to
e leaving without

you. Your collaboration
wauld have peen so
vatuable ..

7 —
Goodbye, Monsieur

My collaboration !
Just what had you
in wind, Your
Highnegss 7

The constract -
iow of the bridge.
of course!

co Ut vow you know,
yeu'll aceept, won't

The construction of the
bridge ?... what bridge?

| The bridge to comnéct
the Lwo banks of EWe riven
i Lhe Valley of the Cobras,

| Put Highwess, (If youd told
e ak thebeginiing, Instead

i of ordering me togo with

H you te Gopal ..

YIPPEE!

I'wi geing to cable the good news
te wy Frime Minister this very

A winute !

——

=

[ Bad wews! A French engineer has
agreed to build the bridge! ...




>

NMexd mernomug

Well, Highness, what
are your instructions ?

' You do gz youl
wish, You have a
Free hand.

This is what | supgest . | ge with
you to have @ look at Che jok on
the spot. Then [ come back Lo
Europe to arder materials
dud to hire the techwicians.

=
We lgave the day

after towmorrow. The
arranaements arg made

Good Au
revoir Highness

Hes he gong

——

J

Good da

y, Highness ..
o1 Good day,

A i

| simply can't remembnr |
where | pat my
catapult ...

Your fatapulk 2. ..
Bub you gave Jt o
the Maharajah

yesterday. .. He was
50 Keew td have k-




Goodbye, then! |
T =1 Ty ] | And yau, Jo and and watchout |
A NOEIN ol [l Zette. you be for the crocodiles!
tonths.  Then we allga good! | e
pack together. .. ) =

Of course:., albhough T Wave no
warries about tWe way the country
has been governed v my absence.

The reports from my Soon |1l have to bake orders again
frime Minister have from that fat fool, mud put up with
been excellent. He's His tanErums...[m sick tedeath of it!
a yery remarkable . mtt] | ... ['ve had.ag baste of power while he's
wan and 1 have absal- f . 1\ been away . and who's to stop me
ke confidence inhim! || & : R Y il || keeping it 2

[ 1've already explojted
st caused by the | |
5. very cleverly ! Ha hal | must
| .. [ explaived theywere || | Rabindak
topay for the Maharajah's Eomiane ...
gallivanting... The peaple || (ITIIS=S0
grumble, Put against
the Makarajan!




| have important wmatbers
to discuss, Rabipdah,

Gre
[

Take a seat, Ramayuni,
I am

liskening.
< )

No. I've just heard that the Mabarajah
has decided to build @ bridoe in the
Valley of the Cobras. Ik will save the cara-
vans sgveral days. AL present they
have to follow th a¢ and cross the
river by weans of bhe ford

You realise what this meons ? A little bit goes
Now, when LHE Caravians come | tofeed the wbms
you demand money. You tell which infest the
themw ik 15 o secure the blessing lavid by the ford owie Ehis WOM'E Bring you
of bhe gods For a saft What about the Y- Az any money gither, .
(rossing .. - rest, gh ? : as you very well
| ; ow!

| A% you know, the money aliows (Wl | #hall all down the AT

e bo offer Sacrifices bo the vengeance of ene gods!

Into our pockets!. . Yousee That won't pr
what I'wigettinaat » When the them from using
bridge i built, the caravans ke bridge, and it

There's @ better way, Rabin- | 1 can count onyou Ehen?, Flay along with me, old Yes, 'l helpyou,
dak! . seopthebridge from | |11 see you ace well reward- Fool! | can easily geb you traitor.,. But ['ll
being built .. And Tve thoupht: | § £d When the time rid of you later! be having the last
HOW WE can comE o an comes, | shall tell you laugh!
arrangement about that .. what has tobe done. T




I'w sure it's Yes, it is from him, He's coming
Frow Papa ! back. He'll be here some time
on Thyrsday,

Mama! why den't wego into i Al " Would you like
bhp cown Lo celebrate our : H i Al right!
aood news!

0! Look mt Ehat
poster. Mawa!
Couldn't wego there
instead?

D'you know, Mama, Are yo

ne liés down on & Curtain up in
OHE Minube.

Ladies and gentlemen, |
deeply rearet Lhat extraordinary
circumstances now make (¢
impassib!g for us ko present

g & s




J?’}“ W&?.
M. Legrand reldered
froms Gapal & .
WRITH urleoint

Fromy i [arsicdi

What about the bridge, Papa”
Where will it Pe buile 7

cooateep and narrow witha
torrent at the battom ...

caravans have to Keep to the line of the
dorge, following the heights boa place
where Ehe valle
thew down Lo Fhe river. ..
stream.,

to Ford the

[Toreach Rankot, e capital of Gopal, the

widens out and allows

Beside the Ford lives a sort of fakir
In exchange for sums of woney he
invokes the river gods, and then he
reveals te travellgrs the day and the
hour when they may crass.

I'wa told the caravans sometines wait
eight days before daring tocross the
tiver. Each wiorning the fakir says:
"“The gods are nob willing!" And
each day the travellers give him
money 5o he will intercede with the

spiriks. The unfortunate people are

convinced they will suffer harm i F

they disobey.

[ Eventually, when the Fakir thinks they've waited long enough he lets
the caravans go. They climb the opposite wall of thé valley and follow
| that side of the gorge to Rankot. Building the bridge would cut six
days off the journey For the caravans, quite apart From the
B, time they Ioscrwa_ftr'lng upon our Friend the.
alir ]

{Now, | have to orderche |

They're coming ! The French [Let thew come!

i macerials and choose
e team af FecHuicians
1 a month's bime |
thivk we shall be
ready to go. we'll all
Sl in the ship which
will carry the equip-
WtHE.

A telegram For
Your Highness

They'll receive
a warm welcome |
HA! HA! HA!

boat ‘Albatros™ left
1 Marseilles yesterd




60 T-é0
504 150
a0 - 40
3048130
20820
104810

o0
10 k=10
2oik-20

IFanly | could find

somewhere cool !

I'd prefer the
North Pole!

Jo, d'you know

Jocko? Nol haven't

wherg Jocko went? SEEM Him,

docko! ...

You know how
silly hecan be !

T




JocKkoh,
JocKo!

JOCKO!..

Can't have a
Wiinuke's peace!

Captain

WE're in the Red Sea
o0 leave you Mere
Rough weather ahead .

Thanks, Pilot, | thought
we were in for a blow!

The storm's coming, Zette!
Let's get below!

0k, he'll have
ruv for cover
long ago!

| think iE's wach more fun to
stay on deck .. OF course you
need to have good séa-legs...

OH second thoughts, |'d
peteer gobelow Jo and
Zette may be anxious

Fair weather
sailors' The first
I liEtle roll and they
H bolt for shelter

i the cabin!




f H | 'w worried abour Jocko;
Zette ... | wonder if he
stayed on deck.. T
tink 1 go and see ..

There you are ! .. Bub what a f
LSS You're it

Some g Laler

[ They've arrived in Bombiy!.,
They're starting to disembark
Ehe Equipment ..

=]

? A gentieman, a lady, two
children, ane monkey .
L Noquestion . (b's them.




Mr Legrand ?.. His Excellency

tite Marharaah of Gopal has sent
s, Weare here ko welcomwie you
Will you cowie this way ° Weare
leaving by car for 2imla

From herg it will be
taken by rail as far
| As Simla, in the

I The equigment, Fapa 7

e will b wnloaded

Then Py caravan to Rankot. ., Once there ..

Helle,
hat's going on?

A hold up of sowe Kind...
You skay here, Sahp, and |
will see

we willcome N
-
7§ ]ﬂrf' =t

Nothing can be done,
Samb... We must
wait unbil the cows
aet up

Wait il they getup 7.
SoMEONE can move them
L alomag!

How very strange! ..
go back te the tar

[ Indeed no, Sahib, Theyare |
sacred cows. Ove must

84 be patient, until they move
\| i bHeir own good Eime!

CWell let's



—

That's a good start... But Sahib, the sacred
they're wiuch mistaken if cows have gone.,
they think their threats We can proceed

will stop me! s . _“

Whaat sert of
nowsense is this?

Now, off we go to Simla!

There we are, children. The
eaulpwient is ready. We leave for
Rankot tomarrow morving

For a week, (e caravare {s srv e road ..

7

[ Jocko!... Look at Jocko! ...
What's got inte him? ..

What's he seein up
| there?




The plan's failed ! ... I wiust warn Rabindah
Myhorse! Quick!

There ke is ! ...
Now for it! ...

Hella, bagk No, waster... My mmﬁmﬂ'g 11 that case, you Know what you have fo
50 5000 7 S gone wreng. ., THe caravan (s do... Remember, take no action unless
. | hope ... 44 |l coming They'll be here before YOU SEBE ME MAISE
i == . T r1lghf‘ﬂ1” I
; e "
s S -
o N 1

Now | wait for i You se&, the valley is opening out And
them | look there : that's the Ford ...

ey

Stay, stranger! Do not bry te
¢cross the river today, or the
gode will bedispleased .




Noble fakir, | fully understand.
But | simply must oross by the
ford wow. 50 | hope the gods

will be foraiving, just this once

> r 7
stranger, beware ! You will { .
bring their anger down =

upon yoursglh and your
COMpPanions ...

I'w sorry. That's evough talk
You are very Kind, put we
have ne biwe to lose.

Er...excuse we, Sahib,..but 1. we

prefer towait for a more favourable bime.

Oh? Well, 11l soomn )
show you Eherg's no

\ dawger... Jpand
Zette, follow we.

By tie tail ef
Havuman! ...

v his own head
beit! He asked
| forit!

— 77

Miahty gods ! May your
vengeance fall upon

the blasphemers who
2 dare todefy you'!

He's mised his arms!
[t's the signal!




| Hawng on to that rock :

['wi coming !

Hold on, liktle

Dh, Papa ... Thank you!

Zette! I'me
[3 '] save you!

That's you safe, Zette,
but what about|

He can swim, but in such a
torrent ...




[l What prought those |
1 | Fine fellows to my
i || rescue? What did they.,.

| 5o you're there, Jockol.., Well. 1'wi happy to
| wieel your vew Friends!

[ Jocko, Jocko! Here!

50!, You have seen what
i befell bhe strangers who
dared £0 ¢

o! Jo! Hooray! Go back

pstream to the ford!

defy the will
ods!

oF Chey®




Now what's happen-
g, over there?

Sacrilege! The creature | [ You! That's enough!... That flood
attacked wme! The curse was Fixed by you, wasn't it?...
oF the gods will Fall o And yow'll pay for ik, villain!

Meanwhile, we're crossing the river.
That's an order, understand, ?

There's nothing te be
afraid of now. Look,
my. wife will crosswith us

The punishwent of the
gods will be terrible,

By Hawumwian, evil will §
. vefall you!




THere they are !

“
His Highness wiust be f
No mistake!

n il
His Highwness? Flaying
tuformed without delay!

jokari i the garden .

[What 2., What isit?,

A =
| e Imbecile! Have wim beaten,
dares Lo jntercup 2 _ = : this instant!
m.ﬁ T

The caravan”. .. Hooray ..

pardan’ but the catavan (| || I'llgo at once!  They
5 sight ... must be N welcowed
D ¢ with du !




1f you would wet wind An, there yoware!. . 'm o happy to see you'!.. At once 7, .. Well[
waiting, Sahib. His Higheess B 1| Now, you'll be starting work em | the Hiaghitess. .. bhat is

(8 Mk eoming.,. bridge at ence
P i

What's the f
wieaning of this?
You refuse ...

New, about the bridge.. Nou
see, when | get something
don wiy wind whatever itis .,

But | must explain ...

Gertainly viot, Highness J

M, good! Badalah, have some
fréshments brought in. .. and cigars.

Where's icgone? |

commiand you o Find

that treasonable toad..
ow'i

E’! Kalit ... 5?Ma:ona get rid
of that horrid creabure
this instant...
Ul Ty ;

Talm yoursell, High-
ness. Forget about
it Wan't you present
Wi Lo your Frignds and
dpropese A toase ! )

1 am honoured Monsieur || [[My Friends, I drink
Legrand . | am Ramayuur, to your health, and |
His Highness's Prime the success of
Minister. Lour ent el

Your Excellency . ..




Highwess, we very neacly didn'c get here
l alive,, When we came o the crogsing on
the Cobra River the fakie who controls the
ford Forbad our passage ...

You know this upstart,
Ramwayuni?

=

Cercainly, butat the risk of our
lives, Just as we crossed the
ford a tremendous wall of

Highiess. Butitis the Finst
time anyone has advised
me of such an oceurrence

' I have heard tell of Wim,

water hurtled down From the
mountains. The childrew and
I were swept away ...

. We wmanaged te save ourselves, and
here we are. Putb te come to the point,
towiorrow while the workwen are
wiaking camp 1'd like to ge back to the
river, and get ko the bottom of this
peculiar business.

You are right, Monsieur Legrand, and
you have wiy approval, but oM one
condibion : you do net g0 alone. Take
someane with you who knows the arga...
Wait, | can recommend a guide,

he will take good care of you ...

[ This is the guide |
meénCioned "to you
You can Erust him

, Absolutely.

made one?

Have you ever heard
talk of adam, a
natural or man -

Brer... A fall here
would be awful !

Take care, Sahib, it is
difficult . | will go First,
Then T will give you wiy hand
and you cav jump dcross.




[ Perfect!

Back to the

the Prime Minister! palace!

[ His Highness, quick ... The
Sahib'has had an accident ...
He's fallen down a precipice ...

Yes, alas! Highness.. We were
Jumping across a ravine when
suddenly Wis foot =lippe
fell out of sight... He is

Wretch | His life was in your |
hands | you did not Lake care
of Nim ! You will dig instantly!

"l_bcg of you, Highness ! This man
cavot be held responsible For bhe
accident ... Please, please, don't
let's waste time. We must go ab
once and search for my husband.

Perhaps he is ouly injured ...
Y] You are right!

Moters Lader . .. It's fumny, Jo, bub every timeé Jacko

sees that guide he goes wnd with

Ah, there are the men

wuat have béen eaben by wild beasts,

Nothing, Highwness...The Sahib l

rage

| sevt ahead with the
quide ... What news 7

Ll

) ’_How Fond He was of

My bridge... My beautiful
bridge...] want my bridge...




It's Papal,
But... put what
a stabe he's jn!

A _flw mornda faler. . [ The guide 7. You say it was
the guide ?... By the ten

neads of Ravana!... The

vile wretch! . ..

e

IF I stay 1'mi done

ast!

For! Getgomg, fa
b, o %‘ :

J Quick, hWe's hurt...We need
| water _ dressings...

. Me? Bt | wever slipped
It was the guide . he
ushed wie into the

Theguide!. ..
Seize Wim abonce!
. Where is he?

We came to a difFficull bit.
As | suid, instead of helping
meE Lhe guide pushed me over
the edge . Luckily, as | went down
I grabbed some bushes which

broke wy fall. T must have hung

| there... Heaven knows h |

he has disappeared. He was Jocka was riaht

I do vet know, Highuess, You see Zette,
| herea few winutes ago... about that fraitor.

Go after him' | |
want Wim, dead
oralive!

. When | came to | managed Jo? Zetre?

to soramble dewn EWe rock Face .. | 5 Where are you?...
It's lucky you found we, | was e We're going . |
Just about all in .. £ T




YOOEE?...
Jo7. ZETTEL..

Jol.. Jo!.. . Stopl Mama's
calling us,

we just can't ler
B | Jocko run off like that
“lo we need to Know
N why he bolbed ...

There, he didn't
see we. Now
| cav go an,

[ know what 'l
do... 'l hide!

CRODEE...
CROCEE. ..

| Golly, where's e gone ? | Hey!... Look!...The | _ | || Let's forlow, but

"W Cﬂyﬂ't sge Mim 9 { 9u¥d$l...Naw I A make -Iyurzm 1
; understand why | doesn't see us:

Jocko went off like P

a streal of lightwing. Fe

He disappeared behind j || Now what? [ O, Zette! There!...

| that rock. Quick, we where is he? He LEW&I'" Let's see
can't have
vanished . .-




You thiyk Il et you
out of here ?
Ha ha ha hta ha!

| your bad lyck ! ... This cave will
be your tomb!

I Bub vot just a lake, gither. [F
must be the reservoir Fapa talked

| about...the ove he was lookina for.
we wiust go back and tell Wim

S by

§ = -
You've discovered our sgcret, T:Tﬂﬂt'fl te! We wust get oub !
ST

It's no good, ! Wait, I'll Ery using
we're trapped ... this stake as a
AL T lever.. .




£zing
got in..

{ Help!... I'm
qoing down |

Alearncwhicle . ..

.. And anyone who splashes

we will be in trouble

S

We simply must g
pub! Buk how 7

s
vk,

IE'1 wake a h
battering ram ...




Come and see

Up there! Look! ... v By the twenby
/ what we've

Jo and Zette! I8 W arms of Ravaua!
-t Lictle demwans!

H They're calling
us...Let's go

And a few vurelis Lk, ..

MaTag ¢ ; W

That proves the Fakir
isarggue and the
N auide s his accomplice
L. Well, towiorrow
worning, we'll blow the M
reservoir bo kingdom come!

 No doubt about it ! ...
| You see that winch7...
It will gertainly have
apened a sluice to let the
water out, and wmade the
f| Flash Flood on Ehe river

)

think this is the reservoir
{ you were |ooking For 7

The next W rreng .

Careful .. Thisjsit... One
two... three !

Il waic, Canyou
smell something
i ...Purning ...

By Hanuwian '
The reservoir !




Mast of the reimforcing gi
Fixed te the suspenders.
roadway is only A matter of days..

... EWewn, Whew the load

and the paintwork ar

the bridae will be ready for the
stabe opening by the Maharajah!

Well, wiy dears, we'll s00m be at the end of
our labours, in spite of that rascally fakir...
Ha! Ha!
Stupid fools! |
They | P
[
v JUSE WAl E
Eill tamight!

Aeartirfdy . .. No. I gan't go ta

il sieep... No |
can't,.. No'l ...
No...

By the gods, 1'm slespy ! But this

SH'E Che womwent for forty winks

owhen ['w Ehie only guand on
the camp.




OFF you go, my pets!..
Strike hard! Bite! ...

All ia wall . No LoWell | think it's abewe e
one's raised we all curmed [, e haif asleep,
the alarm.. My and I'w sure sveryone olse is
cobras will toa, A good Wight's rest is
accomplish their we all need. A
mission of death

Youall surround the huti 11l go and
| see what's happening.

The guard (.. | Good Lord!.. The blockhead's

i hope to heaven he sleeping like a baby!
| wasn't bitten.

i ) Cobras!
oo BUE Ehey're absolutely
drunk | Lucky For us

they went after the
botties of wine... Other-

Hey, you, wake up!
15 this how you do
Your gentry duty !

It's a wiarvellous chance I
to get rid of tie brures,

| Quickly now!




Papa, wiay we climb up

to photograph the bridoe?

OF courae,
but don't go

11 the full sunlight Ehat'l]

make a splendid photograph

lust ip time. Look how
it's pelting down row!

Ok look, the
SuH's going
in!

Abug...Be... Couri, .
GHIQ... GHAH

Will you let geo of
o

that gun?
| _"?F- Y

And npw it's mining

a warvellous sight from
Take it, Zette.

This certainly isn't our

lucky day.

I' Bala... Bla... Blab,. Toug

wGlad . Come..

What does it all
wean?

Ssh, be quiet, Zette. .,

Listen !




Yes, | aw glad you have come,
What [ have totell you is of
the utwost importance

Speak, lam listening
Weare aloue,

Very well. The situation §
i4 grave, Hoonda,

The bridge built by the
European threatens us
Al

[ It's tereible, Fapa, terrivle!. .
THE camp, and the Maharajak's
palace, are ko be attacked

Lomorraw
morning ! WMI’ NOHGENSE
= is khis?

[t's true, Papa. [I was raining. o we
book shelter inacave We heard the
Sound of voices. THere were two men
talking i avother part of the cave
one of them was called Hoowda...

And the other?

I'dow't kuow, except it was a
voice | ve heard before. But 1b's
Absolutely certaiv that the one
called Hoovda will attack the camp
Lomarrow worning with His tribes-
men and will destrey the bridge,
while obher tribesmen will atlack
the Maharajah's palace ...

Good Lord 1., How canwe
upset their plan?... Fight 7.
But thew the blood will flow ..
and we can't have that at any
price... What can wedo 2.

Master. .all our men are

foreigners, disarm
rest, and destroy the

FORWARD . ..

CHA-A-ARGE !

You understand? Kill the |

ready foraction.

the
bridge

1/}

et li*‘5-'i-l|"
el

A

ti



By the three eyes of
Sisupalal... what'_es
| happened to my feet ?

Jo, youridea of defending the campwith

a ring of glue i5 sensatidnal!
Look how they're Floundering . ..

S Allright !, Throw down your arms and you
= won'tbe hurt .. Which is your leader 7

fam! ... What Release him
o you want? and bring him

to wy tent,

A few mureles Lader. . Asyouwish. | pgree theattack | Ramayuni! The Prime Minister! |

Wha are you, and why have you ately for you, we learned of your : o

attacked our camp 7 plang, ..

| was well carried out, but unfortum- | S0 he was your accomplice!

| What?! You df_,d:-q't

£




[ Ramayuni didn't sell you out.,.
Quite by accident wy children |
overheard the conversation
| you had with Wi inthecave

-
Take it easy, Friewd! Pyt away your I || Now sit down calmly and
dagger, and don't force me towuse | listen to wme,

violence ...

Now A0 you understand 7.

And to prave my goedwill, you

| and your wmen are free to go
Reburn in peace to your homes.

hank you for yaur gererosity
Hoanda will not forget. TF
you need we, send word ;
['shall come!

| But whew you'd gone, and Ramayuni

play along with e, old wounbain goat
I can get rid of you lateron! " ...

F
|
|'I wais alowe, they heard im say: " You
|
1

A AT Rl Ak, wy dear frignd. How [ Everything went 5plmd|’d-‘ Excellent ... But do you
j happy | am to see you! ly. Quite unaware we krow who's at the
i boktow of icall 7.

Now, all speed to Victory ! Victory ! were waiting for bhem,
the palace . .. m LY rhe rebels fell inte our
trap. They were all

taken prisoner:

= — - ~ =
{ By Kalil... Traitor!.., You are right. Hewustbe § || Certainly wot!. .. You, vile slanderert ... |
Plotter! ... Wretch! ... To B [. arrested at once . ', Guards, seize Wi ! ! !

prison this very minube !

What's that?
Ramayuni 7




Highness! ...

Find the Prime Minister at once. Let him
decide this villain's Fate,

)

Highness! ..

WEIL? what 15 it
Fhis time? -

| Silence! Yoware
Hothing but a liar!

Tooolio ] am
terribly upser...
Forgive wie !

His Excellevcy Rawiayuni
Fled, taking your jewels
with him, immediately !
after the bribgsmen attacked!

Boo... hoa .. My own
H Prime Minjster! ..
Betraying me!. ..

| Soit was true! ...
The wretch! .

Pon't wention ik,

N Never wind,
Highness ...

Highwess. .. There
are other Fish in
the sea!

Lome dayos Lals. ..

(Joand Zette, would you bring
me the roll of plans our of the
big tent!




That was a narrow
sgueak!..

[e]oX

Quick, Zette, take tHese plans
to Fapa and tell him about
the case of dynamite. 'm

{ going to bry to catch JocKe.

Surely not ! 1F This bime there won't be
Sounds asif that any wistake, Comealmg, §

| confounded monkey horrible animal, thisway! |
Is after we again ...  Ha

who 5
that awfil
cry?

Now | understand

Yet | heard Papa say
The case was

yésterday there was
still one caze of dynamite
lefE

‘s that! 1
have tivig to

Paml oo BUE you,
quickly .. the bridoc
will blow up! ...




Yes. .1 lit the Fuse. .. The If anly... | cangeb

Aleanafde o Fhe cave

Agaipst the
anchor block, but

there tn Lime ..

charge i against theanchor
block...at this exel .. Run.
quickly...

Another couple of minutes and
that infermal bridae will be
plown to biks! Ha! hal ha!

| must .. | simply must
extinguish the fuse !

Nothimg here ..
No swoke

Quick the other Hooray! Gotic! We'ré AL that menend ...

anchor block! spved!

Only o Few mwore seconds
t0 g0

TEUE blow any wmoment
now !

A cigarette helps
to calm my

A little more
pabignce, Kabindah!




T doy of hie opesing comes ol pat,,,

Here we go, Zette! Your Highwuess, ladies and
Time For the speeches! gentlemwen !,

" Y . -
«2urh @ beautiful speech, Highness .. I | Ehe Makarajah of é&!ﬂlldkiar'f Well, Highwess, welre endino

I've been practising For six wonths' [0, || | this bridae open to traffic! with a alass of chawpagne... But

do you revaember how it al| began

No, g, that's enough chatter, | overacupof tea?.. | wade it
N\ (?gz.ds speak Ia_umr EHasn words! 3 . [ for you (v our little chalet i Ehe [
0™ | Give methe scissors! - i | woumtaing.

Yes, Madanie, and [ bless the day
yaur children pvertook we ow skis.
Tharnks to them [ web your husbapnd
.o And he built this bridge, From
which wy people will reap so wuch
L benefit ...

Hurry, Balgar! Run! We simply
must be there First!

Oh, look, there's a
caravan already, about
to cross bhe bridge.

TN
What 7 Alrgady! There
181't & moment Lo lose!

Now, my dears, our work hire
is Finished . All we Wave bo
do is pack our pags... We
are going back homwe !




