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MACHINO (INDIA)
PVT. LTD.

Structural Fabricators [_] Erectors [] Installation
Engineers, Specialised in Pipe-Work Engineering of
ClI, C.S, S.S., FRP, FRP/PVC & HDPE Pipes,
Transporters and Bulk Handling Contracters.

City Office Factory :

6/1, N.S. C. ROAD RAMCHANDRAPUR,
CALCUTTA-700 040 P.O. NARENDRAPUR-743508
Phone : 76-2341 24 PARGANAS (SOUTH)

Haldia Office
SHED NO, 14, INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
DURGACHAK, HALDIA
Phone : 2294
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Power of simple songs

ANNESWAN'S evening with Pratul Mukherjee atthe Gorky
Sadan was a moving affirmation of the power of a simple
song. He has that ability to recognize the need of an era. Pratul’s
style is an extremely personalized one, The way he acts out his
songs makes them remain in the mind. Heis unique in that he
needs no acompaniment, Yet his songs grip the imagination

through the sheer power of communication.

The evening was a kind of a retrospective in terms of songs. The
singer who created songs for humanity and not for fame and
wealth took listeners back to the end of the sixties to thoughts of
a liberated motherland. Dreams then had yet been shattered. The
songs of this period were ‘Mukto habe priyo matribhumi”, “Jan-
mile morite habe” and <“Amar mago tor chokhe keno jaler dbara”.
Pratul Mukherjee has always regarded himself on the lines of a
Charankabi mirroring the times and events around him, Joy,
sorrows, pain, struggles for life and for idealogy are his subjects.

The songs have been heard many times before. But each time he
sings them he adds something new making it a2 continuous creative
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process. “Stogan dite giye”, “Alu bacho chola bacho’, “‘Pathare
pathare nache agun” and ‘“Chokra chand jawan chand” (by Biren
Chatterjee ), Cherabanda Raju’s ¢ ‘Ki amader jat ar dharmai
ba ke’’’( translated by Shankho Ghose ) have lost none of their
sense of immediacy or the ability to move.

The Statesman, October 30, 1993 f
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The moving song

The high note of Mukhopadhyay’s repertoire is that he sings with-
out the accompaniment of any musical instrument. He hasa
voice that is rare in Indian males and is sometimes found among
Baul singers of Bengal. It is definitely a tenor ( the highest vocal
pitch in a male voice ) if not a counter tenor.

He also renders the musical interludes vocally—a creative effort
reminiscent of the oratorios in Italian operas and which sounded
quite delightful in the numbers ‘Lal Piprer Gaan’ and ‘Pipilikar
Desh Darshan’® where he simulated the trumpet and the harmonium
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respectively. Pratul Mukhopadhyay began the evening with a
nod to the éouth, when he sang Aamaader Jete Hobey-a Cheda-
Bandaraju poem translated by Pradip Goswami and set to tune
by the singer himself. In this rendition, some undeniable shades
of Bhupen Hazarika comes through. Although he sings his own
lyrics, the evening’s numbers were mostly verses of well-known
writers like Jyotindra Mohan, Annada Shankar Roy, Sukumar
Roy, Samir Roy and Partho Bandhopadhyay. The latter’s Hele
Saap which the singer declared was a fight against fear and his
own composition Kalindi had a Santhali touch, where he added
local colour by taking a few steps reminiscent of a Santhali dance.
His own composition Dingao Sagore Bhashao done in the boat-
man’s tradition had Western overtones especially since it was cou-
ched in jazz thythm. Mukhopadhyay has a good vacal range.

He hits the notes with clarity and precision. His entire body
sings along with him. which made Suman Chattopadhyay comm-
ent ‘Lok tai ekti aasto gaan’ ( the man himself is a song ), With
some more stage-presence, Mukhopadhyay would have created
waves long ago, when Bengal suffered from the illusion that it
was bereft of talented musicians.

Madhumita Mukherjee 4 March 1994 Amrita Bazar Patrika.
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Slogan And The Song

Writing and composing music has never been a profession for
Pratul but essentially an expression of a deeply felt commit-
ment to the struggle for democracy and justice. Thaj is why even
in the turbulent sixties and seventies when his songs like Long
March and Mukto hobey mor matri bhoomi provided inspiration to
young revolutionaries, no one knew who the writer was. They
appeared discussed in little magazines by people no less than

Hemanga Biswas.

Pratul quietly provided music for the alternate theatre. In 1933,
however, Pratul the singer was discovered by the School of
People’s Arts. He was also inspired by an anthology, Dhuye dhuye
talwar by the rebel poet Cherbanda Raju. He setto tune Ki
amader jaat and Amader jetey hobey durey and sang them at
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m etings rallies and demonstrations. Could there have been a
more effective slogan ? It was this that nurtured his musical

instincts.

Graduhlly, however, the form of his songs changed and he immer-
sed himself in experiments. It was nothing new really ; it harked
baek to his young days when he experimented with the poems of
Bishnu De and Buddhadeva Bose. Two of his perennial favour-
ites—Alu bachao by Samir Roy and Slogan dite giye by Partha
Banerjee—were composed during this period. And from this
sprung another phase of his creativity and Vin deshi ek pagal,
composed on the death centenary of Marx, was the result.

Pratul Mukherjee had been identified with the masses long before
the proscenium and the media rediscovered him. Rediscovered
is the word, for he is now the song lover’s dream capturing a lost
world but also speaking of values that might yet save society.

May 15, 1994 The Sunday Statesman.
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The Statesman 29 August 1992

Snigdha and Samaresh Banerjee Showed that 19 years
have not dimmed or commercialized their ultimate
vision. of songs and dances that continue to address
central themes of human existence in their com-
position.
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With best compliments from :

CONTINENTAL COMMERCIAL CO. LTD.

8/1, B. B. D. BAG ( EAST)
CALCUTTA-700 001

Phone : 220-4262/220-4263/220-5483/220-0549
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GATHANI RECORDS CO.

2, TEMPLE STREET
CALCUTTA-700 072



With best compliments from

A. O. P. (iINp1A) PRIVATE LIMITED
127/1, ACHARYA JAGADISH CHANDRA BOSE ROAD
CALCUTTA-700014

Phone : 27-2636/5321
26-8781

Space donated by
Subir Chakravarty



With best compliments from

P. R. Home Consultancy Pvt. Ltd,

Site Off. ¢ 13/1, RITCHIE ROAD
CALCUTTA-700 019
Phone : 475-4227

With best compliments from

Nice Fotolab

Agent : M/s. FRANK ROSS LTD.
15/8, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU ROAD
CALCUTTA-700 013
Phone : 29-1745
Stockist/Distributors of KONICA MEDICAL X-RAY FILMS



With best compliments from :

UNITED MACHINERY
{3

APPLIANCES

12, GANESH CHANDRA AVENUE
CALCUTTA-700 013

Phone : 27-9500/27-9630



With best compliments From :

Indo-Aryan Publicity

1, BRITISH INDIA STREET
( 7th Floor )
CALCUTTA-700 069

Phone : 248-2870



Space donated by :
A Weel Wisher



Compliments from :

Timir Printing Works Private Ltd.

43, BENIAPUKUR LANE
CALCUTTA-700 014
Phone : 244-7702/244-7583
1, CHANDNEY APPROACH

CALCUTTA-700 072

Phone : 27-5360
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Declaration No 26/94
PARVANTAR
SHILPA SAHITrA BISHAYAK TRAIMASIK Vol.1 No. 3 July 1994 Rupees Ten only

Build Your base on our Concrete Commitrisent

NEW ALIPORE MARKET COMPLEX

Comfortable shopping in a fashicnable market, from garments to electronic
items, from jewellery to medicine, from sports to leather goods, every thing under
one, easily accessible roof which will also house barks. quest houses, commercial
and corporate offices.

The Project ;

For easing pressure from the central area of this 300 year oid metropolis and
to facilitate peopie, Calcutta Municipal Corporation has drawn up plans and
awarded Cityscape Developers(P) Ltd to set up a commercial complex with better
infrastnicture and eiite orientation.

Situated inthe heartof New Alipore (beside Durgapur Bridge) this posh complex
is well-connected by state and private transport services,

The project involvesthe construction of two interlinked six-storied structure with
all the facilities of an vitra-modern business complex. The first two floors will have
an extensive shopping area and the remaining floors wiil be reserved for offices,
guest houses, nursing homes, banks etc.

Special Features :

1) Driveway 1o first floor fromthe road approaching market from Durgapur Bridge
2) Huge parking space within the complex

3} Centralty air-conditioned shopping area

4) Escalator between shopping floors.

5) Roads and open spaces on all four sides

Special Booking offer :

if you want pomp and prestige for your shop or commercial set-up, this is the
ﬂght slace for you. For further details, kindly contact at our site.

Owner Developers Frincipal Consultant
THE CALCUTTA CITYSCAPE DEVELOPERS AK PROPERTY
MUNICIPAL. CORPN. PVT. LTD. CONSULTANT
5,S.N.Banerjee Road, CMCNew Alipore Market, 105, Park Street,
Calcutta-700013 Calcutta-700053 Kohinoor Building, 4thfloor,
Flat22, Calcutta-700016
Ph:265521/5991/9933/2350

HEIME § GH M @ 9 IT] (AT, FEATNET-900 038
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