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A poet write always of his personal life in his finest work
out of its tragedy, whatever it be, remorse, lost love, or mere
loneliness; he never speaks directly as to someone atthe
breakfast table, there is always a phantasmagoria.

(A General Introduction for my Works | W. B. Yeats )
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Prayag Shukla

ON TRANSLATING SHANKHA GHOSH INTO HINDI

Translating poetry is a difficult task. It has always been
said that poetry cannot be translated, that a poem is lost in
translation. Yet poets and translators have always vied in
doing translations. Here the reason seems to be simple—a
poet or a translator likes someone’s poetry and is eager to
share his pleasure with other readers of his language. Perhaps
the same thing happened to me while trying to translate
Shankha Ghosh’s poetry into Hindi from original Bengali. I
tead some of the poers by Shankha Ghosh about fifieen years
sgo—I liked them so much that I was eager to see how they
would appear in Hindi. I translated two or three poems and
they were published in Samkaleen Bhartiya Sahitya— journal
of Sahitya Academy. Before translating the poems I had asked
for permission from the poet. I was happy to receive a letter
from Shankha Ghosh, giving me the permission for the same.
Poems were liked by fellow poets in Hindi and I was urged to
do some more Lati Soon an op ity came in my
way. | was invited by ‘Vagarih’, the poetry centre of Bharat
Bhavan, Bhopal’ for a translation workshop, where I was to
translate some more poems of the poet. I was told that
Shankha Ghosh would himself come to Bhopal—we both could
sit together and do the translations. I was happy and sent my
acceptance. I wrote to Shankha Ghosh again, and asked, which
poems he would like to be translated personally. Soon came
& notebook, white papers stitched with a handmade paper-
89
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cover, and poems copied by the poet himself in neat hand-
writing. No photostat copies, no typed papers but the poems
in the poet’s own hand-writing—this was enough to inspire me
more.

1 reached Bhopal. That was in December 1983, The poet
bad also arrived. We were meeting for the first timne, yet it
seemed that we had known each other for long. The credit
for this goes to Shanka Ghosh. I found him unassuming.
warm, very human and very helpful. Soon we were on the
task, which I enjoyed immensely. We would sit beside or in
front of the lake of Bhopal, would find a place somewhere
under a tree, place a table on the terraces of Bharat Bhawan,
and spend hours together in reading and translating. Before
trapslating Shankha Ghosh, I had translated some 30 poems
of Jib Das. [ The lation had been lished by
Sahitya Academy. In fact this was & translation of the Mono-
graph by Chidananda Das Gupta, which contained about 30
poems of Jibanananda Das. The text was in Eaglish but I had
translated the poems from original Bengali.) I found that
Shankha Ghosh was himself an ardent admirer of Jibanananda
Das, and I would discuss with him the poetry of Jibanananda
Das at length. This also helped in establishing an instant
rapport with the poet.

We selected the poems, which were small, to begin with,
keeping also in miod that the poems selected would be intact
in their structure, metre, rhyme, diction etc while being
rendered in Hindi. So the first ones were poems like *Vrishti’,
“Jal’, ‘Peenpare’, ‘Que’, ‘Sahaj’ etc. Soon I came to terms with
other poems, and longer poems like ‘Bhoomadhyasagar’ were
also translated later on.

Shankha Ghosh’s poetry has a universal appeal, yet it is
deeply rooted in Bengali language and culture. Certain words
are used in a very specific context, and the nuances may get
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lost in translation. So, I had to be very careful. Discussions
with the poet were most rewarding, and to my surprise, I would
find that the poet himself had suggested or approved in Hindi
the word, which was most appropriate. Shankha Ghosh has an
in-built love for the poetic language and with his knowledge
and intution, he would often come with the suggestions, which
would delight me and would make my task easier.

Translating a poem like ‘Bhasha’ was a very enriching
experience. I would search for the right tone and tune, and
would come to Shankha Ghosh with my draft. Reading it
aloud would give me a chance to discover for myself what
was lacking in the translation. I made many drafts and kept
on changing them till we both were satisfied.

In Bengali, Sanskrit words are in common use even today.
Take, for instance, ‘Jalanjali’, ‘Bhasman’, ‘Pad Dhwani’ etc.,
not to speak of words like ‘Sandhya Bela’. But in Hindi poets
these days avoid using such words as they are not commonly
spoken or used among the Hindi-speaking Public. This is not
10 say that the Sanskrit words [Tatsam) are altogether absent in
<contemporary Hindi poetry, yet the diction of contemporary
Hindi poetry is definitely different from the Bengali one.

The diction of Hindi poetry has changed from Chhayavad,e
considerably. The risk in translating Bengali poetry into
Hindi lies herein also. One would like to retain certain
words of the original, yet would like to use a language
as simple as possible—so as to give the feeling that
the sensibility of the poet is not ‘modern’ or contemporary.
But these are the challenges, which one faces, in any case,
while traoslating. In the end, it gave me pleasure and satisfac-
tion that the translations were appreciated among the Hindi

+ Chhayavad : a movement in Hindi, to which belonged major poets
like “Nirala’, Jaishankar Prasad, Sumitranandan Pant and Mahadevi
Verma,

LEEEN
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reading public, and I was told that they had been liked in
Bengali literary circles as well.

Shankha Ghosh’s poetry is seemingly ‘delicate’, yet it has
got a well-knit structure, and is very strong in its moral,
ethical character. It has an integrity of its own. The words
are used with all the music and meaning they possess. One
would not like to disturb this structure in translation, but it is
very hard to retain the original structure in translation. So I
had to struggle for the suitable modes of expression, while
translating the poems.

With Shankha Ghosh I had translated about 15 poems. the
rest were translated by me alone. It so happened that soon
after Bhopal, I was invited to international writing program in
Jowa [US.A]. I knew that Shankha Ghosh had been there
in the sixties. I wrote to him once again, informing about my
visit to lowa. Shankha Ghosh wrote back to me, and was
bappy that I was going to the international writing program
in Jowa. The letter was full of his lowa memories, As soon
as I reached Iowa in 1984, I sat down todo the rest of the

lati What a coincid the poet’s poems were being
translated into Hindi in such a far-off pllu where the poet
had also once resided. I ber the aond

of Jowa, where the maouscript of Shankba Ghosh's Hmdl
translations was completed. The poems were later on published
by Rajkamal Paperbacks, along with the Hindi translstions on
Shakti Chattopadhayay’s poems, done by well known Hindi
poet Kedernath Singh,

The experience of translating Shankha Ghosh has been
rich and rewarding. This took me to Sankha Ghosh’s other
writings in prose and poetry. Now I have a fair collection of
his books with me, and as a reader and translator I can say
that to go through the writings of Shankha Ghosh, is an
experience, to be cherished.
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No more will be current your lies and tales,
White ants have desiroyed all your morals
That old tumble-down chariot of yours
Cannot now move, ‘it’s broken and gone,
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Forlorn and alone

I am not

A starling awaiting the night
Aond paliog in moonlight,

‘Hunger—that’s my name
Armed from head to foot I am,
Bodless extension is my occupation



Movement is my very breath.
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AN INTENSE BOMBARDMENT

The earth is burning : through her smoke there looms
The wreckage of the immemorial years ;

The fruit of all that labour, all those tears

Now in an hour collapses and consumes.

Those monstrous masses of black oily fumes

Are so much vaster than the men, whose cheers

In this apocalyptic din none hears.

They seem like aogels who fulfil God’s dooms.

The breastwork there, that with its long brown wave
Threatened the oities that we die to save

Boils as a cauldron, its defenders hurled

To darkness and confusion and the grave,

And overhead great black clouds densely curled
Hide from the sun the anguish of the world.

o
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‘Chittapriya Ghosh

BENGALI—PHASE II

Is there, or can there be, a concept of modern Indian drama
as distinct from the western type? Can it be modern and
specifically ‘Indian’ at the same time? Sombhu Mitra
(Sambhu Mitra, b. 1915), one of our foremost actor-play-
wrights, answers the question in the affirmative. He takes his
cue iously from Tagore (Rabi ath Thakur, 1861-1941)
when he thinks that he would like to develop a contemplative
kind of drama where ‘we come closer to the character and
move into his subjective world’,* Utpal Dutt (Utpal Datta,
b. 1929), on the other hand, opposes the idea with some
vigour. Asked to comment on the possibility of such Indian-
ness, he simply declares : ‘It doesn’t exist.’® In his missionary
zeal of taking theatre to the people, he propagates a different
type altogether : a revolutionary theatre, where instead of too
much of lation or i lization he would like to
have raw action with a definite political attitude.

Social awareness being the dominant feature of the Bengali
drama of this century, our playwrights have been vacillating
between two extremes in search of a theatre which will
belong to the soil. Expl of myths, ition of indi-
genous forms and presenting inner and outer life simultaneously
in one action have been the goal of some ; while others, in an
attempt to ban the word ‘art’ from their programme, have
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tried to intervene in contemporary events, to educate the
indifferent masses and to change society in favour of socialist
democracy. This, in a nutshell, is the history of the hundred
years of Bengali drama since 1881, when Tagore staged the
first of his musical plays at his ancestral house in Jorasanko
(in Calcutta).

TAGORE

The Musical Emotion. ‘From drama to music should be an
easy step for one who writes on Tagore’, observed a noted
Tagorite.® But, perhaps, the reverse is also true. Tagore's
first major attempt at anything ic has been i
with his experiment in music, which was distinct from the
Hindustani abstract modes with his bias for the human, for the
individual and the specific. When, after more than a year’s
sojourn in England, he was contemplating writing a play, ‘a
cascade of musical emotion was gushing forth day after day,
hour after hour :...we wrote, we sang, we acted, we poured
ourselves out on every side.’® This was the moment of Tagore’s
Valmiki-Pratibha (The Genius of Valmiki, 1881), composed in
the prime of his life.

The form was not exactly an innovation in the context of
Bengali drama which was only two decades old at that time.
Bven a few relatives of Tagore had tried their hands at some
sort of operatic plays. But where he easily surpassed them
all was in the immaculate projection of various kinds of moods
with an articulated musical idiom. Perhaps his European
experience of operas at the age of 17 was, to an extent, responsi-
ble for the integrity of his work. Herbert Spencer’s essay on
“The Origin and Function of Music’ was another inspiration.
According to Tagore’s own confession, Spencer’s idea thut
through the of ional d of voice
man first found music, appealed to him. ‘Why should it not
do, I tbought to myself, to act a drama in a kind of recitative
based on this idea 7’ Valmiki-Pratibhi sprang out of this
deliberation.
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Tagore himself acted memorably in the pivotal role of
‘Valmiki and the play was hailed as a big promise from a youth
of twenty but it-was not long before Tagore rejected the form
and changed over to the popularly accepted mode of verse-
drama. Was he not i that his p ion with
music might sometimes be a drag on dramatic uctions 7 At
least he himself differentiated Valmiki-Pratibha from Mayar
Khela (The Game of Maya, 1888) with the observation that
the former was ‘a garland of drama with a thread of songs’
while the latter ‘a garland of songs with just a thread of
dramatic plot’,” a definite retrograde move.

Drama of Action. So, in the beginning, Tagore took a plunge
into the drama of action and produced two regular five-act
plays with plots and subplots evolving out of the familiar
motives of jealousy, revenge, love and hate, with kings and
queens, fights and deaths in abundance. But through these
well-worn devices he had been able to create a world of his
own and at least one of these plays proved to be an all-time
success on the Bengali stage. This was Visarjan (Sacrifice,
1890).

Apparently the theme of the play is the conflict between
religious superstitions and the true religion of man. But this
is only a secondary proposition. Raghupati, the royal priest,
infuriated by the king’s proclamation that animal sacrifice
would henceforth be forbidden in the temple, begins to conspire
against him, not so much because his deep-rooted faith in the
goddess or in the age-old customs has been hurt, but because
his priestly authority has been challenged. This is a problem
of the ego which, incidentally, is a recurrent theme in most of
Tagore’s works. An intense conflict between the self and soul,
between loyalty and love, has been powerfully depicted in
Jaisinha, the adopted son of Raghupati. He is firm in his
religious belief, so much so that he can innocently declare :
‘Whby ask the aid of soldiers ? We have the strength within
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ourselves for the task given to us from above’®, reminding us
of Eliot’s Becket, whea he cries :

Unbar the door ! Unbar the door |

We are not here to triumph by fighting, by

strategem, or by resistance.

......We have only to conquer

Now, by suffering.®
Raghupati, in contrast, leans heavily on ‘stratagem’ rather than
on suffering. In fact, he acts on apprehensions that Jaisinha is
being torn away from him by the king, by a woman or even
by the goddess herself. The king, on the other band, is ready
to renounce all—his knights, his kin, his throne and even his
love—for the sake of Truth. Raghupati comes to sense only
when, oscillating violently between the two extremes of ‘to be
or not to be’, Jaisinha kills himself.

It should be noted here that Tagore’s plays in translation
are much different —both in form and content—from the
originals. Tagore has dedicated his English translation of
Visarjan ‘to those heroes who bravely stood for peace when
human sacrifice was claimed for the goddess of War’.'® In
most of his plays we shall come across these heroes ready to
be martyrs in a variety of situations, the claimant not always
the goddess of war, there being other goddesses as well,
Raghu's daughter in Prakrtir Pratiodh (Nature's Revenge,
1884), Kumar and Sumitra in R2jé O Rini (The King and the
Queen, 1889), Supriya in  Malini (1896)—all had to sacrifice
their lives, and these sacrifices have always been the highest
points of sublimation in Tagore’s plays.

From Convention to Experiment. In Rdja O Rani or Visarjan,
Tagore came very close to the Shakespearian structure. Judg
ing by the standard of Bengali drama prevalent in the nincties
of the last century, he had already gained a firm grip on the
conventional form. Despite ~or maybe because of---this,
Tagore stopped writing drama for more than a decade after
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Citrangads (1892) and Malini (1896). In these two plays he
dual d d from d tod ic verse, the
lyrical being particularly i i in Cii di, and then
came the sudden lull. The curtain rose again in 1908 with
the production of Saradotsav (Autumn Celebration) at Santi-
niketan opening up new vistas in Tagore’s dramatic career,

In a drama where we are no longer rocked by violent or
exceptional emotions, ‘where life is seen and heard in twilight
and in the meditation’, ‘Yagore seemingly found his proper
idiom. When in an article'! in 1903 he denounced our
proscenium stage and drew our attention to the indigenous
Yatra where actors were not placed separated from spectators,
he was in fact preparing himself for his future ventures of
freeing Bengali drama from a ‘vulgar type of realism’, as he
called it. From Sdradotsav onward, Tagore tried to dispense
with rigid plots or mechanical divisions of a play in regular
acts and scenes, so that it could have fluidity of movement and
flexibility of form, and moved into the symbolic sphere of
imagination. The dialogues were no longer set in verse.
Subtle prose, a frec and deliberate use of songs and symbols,
images heaped upon images, spinning and weaving of new
dramatic patterns—were the common features of this group
of plays, the content of which tended to become more meta-
physical than psychological. And herein, Tagore thought (as
an Artaud could have thought)’'®, lay the essence of Indian
drama.

The Tane Itself. The theme of these plays is a search for an
identity, aesthetic and social. In a constant struggle between
being and ing, Tagore’s p ists always

to achieve ‘the harmony that exists between the individual and
the universal’.?® In order to realize this wholeness of
existence, thinks Tagore, one must be in close communion
with pature, with his soul and with society at large. Accord-
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ingly, the plays of this period can be divided roughly into
three groups.

In Sdradotsav or Philguni (The Springuess, 1916), there is &
celebration of the seasons along with an interpretation of the
joy of living. Nature here is not merely a backdrop, it is the
vital part of these plays. The plots are thin. In the former
play, a young boy works hard during the autumn holidays to
repay the debts of his deceased master while his friends frolic
around. In the latter, a group of young men on their way to
celebrate the spring festival, seek the abode of Death or old
age itself, in their bid to overcome it. Asfor the form of
these plays, Tagore has this to say in his prelude (a dialogue
between the King and the Court-poet) to Phalguni :

Have you got anything ready to hand ? Any
play toward ? Any poem ? Any masque ? Any—
Yes, King. I have got the very thing. But
whether it is a drama, or a poem, or a
play, or a masque, I cannot say.
Shall I be able to understand the sense
of what you have written ?
No, King, what a poet writes is not meant
to have any sense.
What then ?
To have the tune itself.
What do you mean ? Is there no philosophy in it ?
No, none at all. thank goodness.
What does it say, then ?
King, it says ‘I exist,”} ¢

A Vision of Life. The second group consists of two of Tagoro's
best-known plays, Rja (The King, 1910) and Dakghar (Vhe
Post Office, 1912), where this ‘I exist’ has been given un
elaboration.

The story of Raja, with the universal theme of la belle ot
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la béte, has its roots in & narrative in the Kuda-Jitaka. In the
original story there is an ugly king with his beautiful queen.
Tn Rabindranath’s play the king is dark and terrible, and
remains unseen throughout the action. He meets his queen
Sudarsana only in a dark chamber, lest it be too much for her
to endure his fiery app imagi him to be
beautiful. But her conception of beauty being nothing more
than prettiness, she is easily enticed by the outward glamour
of an impostor, Suvarna, who proclaims himself to be the
real king. The King of Kanci, the most sceptical of all the
people around who doubt the very existence of a king in the
state, sets fire to the palace in a bid to kidnap the queen. It
is then that the king comes to her rescue, and this becomes a
crucial moment in Sudarsana’s comsciousness. She comes to
know to her utter dismay that her king whom she imagined to
be beautiful, is actually ‘like the awful night when a comet
swings fearfully into our ken —black as the threatening storm-
cloud, black as the shoreless sea’.’® Broken and exasperated,
she moves away from the king and leaves for her father’s
home, closely followed by all the seven kings in chase who
want to possess the unattached woman. Once again the king
appears to subdue these rebels. The experience finally trans-
forms Sudarsana, and Kanci as well. In humility they now
surrender to the invisible king who has opened the doors of
his dark chamber at last, and Sudarsana comes to realize that
iife is ‘not handsome’, but ‘incomparable’.

Dikghar, on the other hand, is built on a simple story of
an imaginative boy ailing and waiting for death. This boy,
Amal, observes life keenly and identifies himself with every-
thiog and everyone he looks upon from his window. When a
new post office, the King’s Post Offiee as he is told, is set up,
right in front of his home, he is made to believe that there
will be a letter for him also :

Amal. Post Office ? Whose ?
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Watchman. Whose 7 Why, the King's surely.

Amal. Do letters come from the King to his office here 7

Watchman. Of course. One fine day there may be a
letter for you in there.

Amal. A letter for me ? But I am only a little boy.

Waichman. The Kiog sends tiny notes to little boys.'®

Evidently, the watchman here is only cajoling a little boy.
But this is more than enough to stir Amal’s imagination. From
now on, in his obsession with the king, he anxiously waits for
him and feels that the king's postmen are coming down the
ages in an eternal journey of time —Life and Beauty being that
journey. by the tter-of-fact people like the
village headman, and with a firm belief in life and love, he
dies peacefully.

It is idle to speculate whether this king stands for God or
Death or both, The serenity of the action with its lyrical
structure does not seem to invite the question, as it does for
an embarrassed critic,? as to why a boy of Amal’s age has
to die, in the world of a benevolent God. Here, as Yeats
said in the preface to the translation of this play, ‘the meaning
is less intellectual, more emotional and simple’.* 8 Its basis is
on a realistic level, resting on which we can only say with the
aged Fakir of this play (Amal’s friend, philosopher and
guide) : ‘My eyes are not young ; but you make me see all the
same.’® pakghar i8 a drama of this vision ; it means a lot
only if it can make us see.

The Adding Machine. In the third group of plays, Tagoro
the 1 of ization and i i
impinging on personality. In plays like Acaldyatan (Tho
Immovable, 1912) and Taser Des (The Land of Playing Curds,
193 ), the emphasis is on sarcasm with which he attacks tho
absurd orthodoxy or the tyranny of custom. But in Muktadhara
(Free Current, 1922), Raktakaravi (Red Oleanders, 1926) or
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Kaler Yatra (Time on the Move, 1932), the plays written
between the two warld wars, the author deals with the
problems of the state versus the individual, capital versus
labour or/and the machine versus the mac. The organized
passion of greed in modemn civilization, observes Tagore,
‘assumes a terrific bigness, its physiognomy blurred through its
cover of an intricate network,—the scienttfic system’.?® In
these plays a npecessary revolt against this system has been
indicated by the uprising of the common citizens or the
labourers or the untouchables, all coming from the lower
strata of life. In Muktadhara Tagore reveals the impending
danger of ionali that i h ity to hi
while in Kaler Yatrd, there is a positive indication of the
leadership of our society passing over to the proletariat.

In the most li d and perhaps the most
mature of the three plays, we find that people of all classes -~
the oppressor and the oppressed alike—have lost their identity
in a highly mechanized society. For the first time in a Tagore
drama quite a few of the characters are identified by their
occupational names or by mere numbers, and not by their
names proper—Nandini and Ranjan being two notable excep-
tions. Nandini, a simple and lively village girl has been
brought, we realize, to a big township Yakshapuri, inhabited
by gold digging labourers, governor, officers, priests, professors
and, of course, the king, who is very difierent from the earlier
kings of Tagore. This king, the owner of all the accumulated
wealth of Yakshapuri and ali d from his dings by
an ‘intricate network’, pours his weary heart out to Nandini,
who in her turn loves Ranjan about whom we hear but do not
see. The internal sufferiog begins. There is a parallel action
of protests and revolts among the labourers uader tyranny,
their leaders having been jailed (Bisu) or killed (Ranjan). When
the king comes to know that he himself has caused the death
of Ranjan without knowing or intending it, he realizes that
oven he has become a puppet in the hands of his officers who
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run the system. He, in fact, is being controlled by a machine
which he wrongly thought was under his control. The king
now comes out of his closed doors, and along with his workers,
takes up arms against the system, reminding one of the com-
parable metamorphosis of the Welsh social reformer Robert
Owen.

No More of Catchwords. Very often than not, these plays
of Tagore have induced critics to think of western playwrights
like Maeterlinck, Hauptmaon or Strindberg. Not that such a
study in comparison will always prove to be a sterile exercise ;

i y, the plays ioned in the ding section may
draw our attention to the expressionist movement of German
drama during the twenties where the degradation of man in an
industrial civilization was sought to be traced. But it might
be foolish sometimes and misleading always to label these
plays (except, of course, a few like Tdser Des Philguni) as
purely symbolic or allegorical or as an oriental counterpart of
the western practice. Even if we may mnot comcur with
‘Tagore's hatic declaration that S (of Raja) was
as concrete to him as Lady Macbeth,** we should not fail to
notice in her the pangs of human being with all her superficial
ambitions and natural inclination to physical beauty. Amal is
not a disembodied idea, or merely a new version of Haupt-
mann’s Hannele, he only represents the man ‘whose soul has
the call of the open road’.?? Nandini is a woman, inoocent
and eager to i life. Her i or her very
existence is a mystery to those who have been dehumanized
in a modern capitalist system with all its brutal tyranny. She
appears to be more of an everyday woman and an individual
person than, say, an Agnes—the daughter of Indra in Strind-
berg's 4 Dream Plav. Symbols are surely present in Tagore’s
plays, but they do not distort reality ‘in a dreamy or vague
way'?? as a typical Maeterlinck piece does.

Idea of a Modern Ballet. In the last phase of his life Tagoro
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experimented with a new form in which daoce, music and
drama fused together. While travelling in Java in 1927,
Tagore had the opportunity of seeing her traditional dances
depicting well-known stories from the Indian epics.?* It
flashed upon him that acting was nothing but a music of the
body, the perfection of which was dance. His dramatic career
bhad begun with a form akin to opera, and here he evolved a
sophisticated type of ballet, where to speak was to sing and to
act was to dance. The cycle was complete.

Contrary to the natural apprehension that the theme in
these dance-dramas might be more abstract than in his earlier
works, Tagore here becomes overtly interested in psychological
conflict as is shown in Candalika (1938) and Syama (1939).
Physical passion has never been presented so poignantly in any
other work of his. Syama, for example, is a beautiful courtesan,
and can go so far as to persuade an admirer to take upon him-
self a life-sentence to save a foreigner, Vajrasen, with whom she
is infatuated. But when in 2 moment of ecstasy Syama dis-
closes to Vajrasen the price of gaining his freedom, a moral
crisis begins. That their love rests upon a heinous crime is
apparent to both. It is impossible therefore to live together
as also to live apart. The situation assumes a tragic dimension
rarely found in Tagore.

And all this has to be expressed on the stage through songs,
mimes aod dance—a form of dance in which traditional
patterns, Indian or Indian (Ceyl , for le)—h.
been freely i One husi: who h to
witness an early performance, writes : ‘The dramatic cubism of
Knhnknh. ;lonously wedded to the sc‘smve lyricism of the

and d with folk feclings,
brulhing an aroma of the dreamland...... 1% When Tagore
accepted the task, the challenge obviously was whether the
form would be capable of containing modern sensibilities.
‘I'hat it amply did is evident from the exalted reaction of most
of the connoisseurs who feel that Tagore had added in these
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plays ‘a depth and a vitality that transmuted them into unique
new creations’.?®

The Eod of a Loone Fight. But then, critics are not always
certain as to where to place Tagore the dramatist in the hfslory
of Bengali drama. Their stance has sometimes been ambiva-
lent, and whether it is proper to hail him as the greatest
Bengali playwright has often been debated. One of the reasons
for this scepticism is that Tagore’s plays have hardly been
.presented on the stage with reasonable success. True, professio-
nal theatre has failed to produce him off and on. But does
that indicate his failure as a d ist ? Has not the
troupe staged Raktakaravi with phenomenal success ? Bohu-
rupee’s production of that play has been looked upon asa
milestone in the history of Bengali theatre. The troupe did
not limit itself to this single production alone, so far as Tagore
is concerned. Plays like Rdja, Muktadhari, Visarjan and
Dakghar have also been tried, not to speak of the dramatised
version of his none-too-dramatic Car Adhydy, where the
dmmor has been able to bring out the poetry latent in the
icated dial of the ch ‘Through Tagore we
must find a way to express the whole of a man’,*? thought
Sombhu Mitra, And he, for one, did find the way.

Utpal Dutt has assured us that ‘only after the revolution
will the people really claim Tagore’.*® Meanwhile, one may
bear in mind that our modern concepts of an open theatro,
little theatre, or the poetry of the theatre, owes something to
the lone fight of Tagore’s dramatic activities, when his
.contemporaries exercised in puerility.

AFTER TAGORE
The Legacy of the Past. Almost oblivious of Tagore, the
playwrights of the thirties of this century mostly acceptod
the 19th-century norms to be their point of departure, mythical
and historical plays being their primary attraction, often a peg
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on which an author hung his contemporary experience. But
the point is, even in an attempt to rouse in us a feeling of
P or of 1 b y, the playwrights of the
thirties rarely escaped banality of expression while using
episodes from the puranas or from history

One of the reasons of this steep fall has been perceptively
pointed out by Buddhadev Bose (Buddhadev Basu, 1908-74), the
poet. A cooperation between literature and theatre is absolut-
ely necessary for the growth of drama ; but since Tagore’s
ascendancy in the field, Buddhadev observes, ‘there has been an
increasing hiatus between the two ; literature has grown more
and more subtle and daring whereas the theatre has remained
crude and conventional, depending mucn on the players and
little on playwrights’.3® It is interesring to note that in the
poetry and fiction of about the same period, the atmosphere

was charged with an i icatil spirit of dernity and
vitality. But despite our great actor Sisir Bhaduri's (1889-
1959) i ibution to the ion of the theatre,

Bengali drama was lagging far behind. Leaning too much on
the public taste possibly had been its nemesis.

BEven then, playwrights like Manmatha Ray (b. 1899) and
Sachin Sengupta (1892-1961) deserve a special meation here.
The preoccupation of the former is with the mythical stories ;
of the latter, history. It is possible sometimes to read a
political meaning in Manmatha Ray’s plays. The portrayal
of the prison of Kaunsa in his Karagdr (The Prison, 1930)
could be taken as an apt allegory of the situation when our
political workers were being imprisoned em-masse. But,
although the play ends with the sulgnission of a tyrant, one
must remember that the author had conceived this Kansa as a
tragic hero. Perhaps, politically, he was not too sure of his
theme.

The same year Sachin Sengupta arrived with his Gairik
Pataka (The Brown Ensign, 1930), & play on Sivaji. This play,
ssalso a few others which were to follow, shows his aptitude
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for a rhetorical oratory, which—though not of any high
merit—had a captivating power hel His Sirajudd
(1938) is perhaps the most popular of the historical successes
to date, thanks to its availability on gramophone discs. Largely
sentimental, Sachin Sengupta seemed to have known his
audience perfectly well.

Bidhayak Bh harya (Bidhayak Bbattacirya, b. 1910),
yet anather playwright of the period. is more interested in
social and psychologi bl Not that ha or
Sachin had never written anything of the type, but Bidhayak
was a little more ious of the new experil in the form

of drama. With a journalistic approach to a grave social
malady, Bis Bachar Age (Twenty Years Back, 1939) and—a
much later one—Ksudha (Hunger, 1957), are two of his many
stage-successes.

These are the men who had to play second fiddle to an
insipid stage, trying to repeat in a slightly modified manner
what a Girish Chandra Ghosh (Giriscandra Ghos, 1844-1912)
oraD.L Roy (1863-1913) had done earlier. They served a
1ot, but one can only lament with Buddhadev Bose : ‘Theirs is a
laudable ma: tyrdom, and ours a sigh of regret.”>®

Amatears Step in. The only few plays of the period which
are also readable, have been writtea by some of our noted
novelists who felt drawn toward the theatre, though only for a
short while. T: Bannperji (Tarasan Banerji, Beng.
Bandyopadhyay, 1898-1971) was one of them. He was interes-
ted in genuine character study ina decaying feudal society.
Although the situations and dialogues are not always dramati
cally charged, his Dui Purus (Two Generations, 1942) and tho
dramatized version of his novel Kalindi (1941) offer us a fecl
of the soil. The proud yet hollow aristocracy of the landlordw
miserably facing the rise of a new generation and the coming
of a new age was a favourite theme of Tarasankar in hix
novels, and in his plays he was no different.
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B hul (pseud. for Balaicand Mukhopadhyay, 1899-1979)
was another such novelist who wrote a few plays. His empha-
sis was on the biographical sketches of our 19th-century stal-
warts, as in his $ri Madhusadan (1939) or Vidydsagor (1942).
By d these ic lives bly well, but it
is interesting to note that nonc of his works were accepted by
the public stage, in spite of the fact that a different script on
the life of Madhusudan had been quite popular with the
audience at that time.

This trend of biographical plays will be found later in
Naroyan Ganguli’s (Nardyan Ganguli, Beng. Gangopadhyay,
1917-70) Rammohan (1952) or in the plays of Chittaranjan
Ghosh (Cittaraiijan Ghos, b. 1930) who has taken an interest
in the cultural pattern of 19th-century Bengal in reconstructing
the lives of Derozio, the ‘Young Bengal’ reformer of Calcutta.
Binodini, an actress of great repute, or Nidbu-babu, a leading
composer.

Mention may also be made here of Abanindranath Tagore
(1871-1951), the artist nephew of Rabindranath., This expo-
nent of oriental art left his brush aside for almost a decade
during the thirties and with the folk forms as his primary
source of inspiration engaged himself seriously in turning our
opics or fables into scores of dramatized funs and frolics, which
he liked to call ‘the hysteria of imagination’. True, his works
in this genre are mostly for children, but if one is interested
in the history of the development of our theatre, one should
not pass him by without a grateful acknowledgement. He had
declared in unequivocal terms that the pxésoenium stage was,
in fact, a thing of the past®* But Wone took any serious
notice of him at all ; the theatre-scene in Bengal was content
to hold on to a dead tradition.

Rosurgence with Hunger. During the forties, however, the
professional theatre showed definite signs of decay. The gate
money of a Sisir Bhaduri production came dowa to thirty-seven
avie
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rupees one night, while the spectators waited in long queues in
the neighbouring film houses to watch low-grade Hindi films.
A pew competition had started. The theatre was empty, the
drama scarce.

An exciting resurgence heaved the scene of the Bengali
theatre at this jurcture. Sane intellectuals all over the world
had united in defence of humanity against Fascism and Imperia-
lism. An anti-Fascist and progressive writers’ association was
also formed in India, which was facing war and famine and
riots and all. It was not a long way from the slogan of ‘Quit
Indio’ to that of ‘Ye Azadi Jhita Hai* (This Freedom is False).
This was the perspective when, in July 1943, the first bulletin
of the ‘Indian People’s Theatre Association’ (IPTA) declared
that ‘Old art forms with new and vibrant themes...are again
bursting into life.’*? This was the first time in our theatre
movement when all-India concern became evident in the activi-
ties seeking a link between ‘the Andhra and Malabar peasant
boys,...the Bengal peasantry or Bombay working class.’>®
This concern gave rise to a new group of talents for whom all
art was people’s art. Bijan Bhattacharya (Bhattacarya, 1917-
78), one among them, created a sensation with his Navanna
(Celebration of the New Rice, 1944), the production of which
indicated the emergence of the ‘other theatre’ in Calcutta.

Hunger and Epidemic®* was the name of a dance pro-
gramme organized by the IPTA in 1944. This was followed
by Navanna, the theme of which was the same as that of
Bijan's earlier play Javanbandi (The Evidence, 1943): the
anguishes of a peasant family during the man-made famine of
1943. Here we can see the first real peasaots in a Bengali
drama since Dinabandhu Mitra’s (1830-73) Nil Darpan (The
Mirror the Indigo-Planters, 1860).

It was perhaps in the scheme of the IPTA that their plays
would never end without a note of optimism. The famine-
stricken people of Navamna rush to the metropolis only to como
back having had experiences of hoarders, touts and debauches
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—and a little of politics. Back in the village, the protagonist
waits for the monsoons with this last cry: ‘Resistance!
Resistance this time ", though for this there is no adequate

ion in ch ord ic action. The same
ns true of his later plays also.

The haogover of Navamna is distinct in all of Bijan
Bhattacharya’s plays, of which particular mention should be
made to Devi-Garjan (1966-69) and Garbhavati Jamani (The
Expectant Mother, 1969-71). In the former, the conflict is
again between the landless peasaats and the landowners, while
in the latter is manifest the belief-pattern of a group of herb-
collectors in a village. These plays have been structured in an
epic manner, presenting ‘a whole social milieu in a deliberately
leisurely fashion working through rituals from birth to
death.’®*

Bijan’s plays presaged a number of plays and playwrights.
Chenga Tar (The Snapped String, 1950) by Tulsi Lahiri (1897-
1959), Ba ta (The Hi d, 1947) by Digi
Banerjee (b. 1910) or Natun Ihudi (The New fashioned Jews,
1950) by Sllll Sen are a few notable examples with portrayals
of and rural people.

The unpomnu of the IPTA, therefore, can never be
minimised even if it started to disintegrate within a couple
of years after its inception. Its far-reaching impact will be
felt more if we remember that for the next thirty odd years
Bengali drama entirely depended on the grouplhea!res (most
of the leaders of which had their first lmnmg at the IPTA)
instead of the professional ones.

Let Roots Have Wings.*® The fifties and sixties witnessed a
steady growth of these groups. But what would they stage ?
Their social and an sense of responsibility
stood in the way of accepting old dishes assuch. On the
other hand, there were not many new plays ready on hand for
a demanding generation. A new trend in Bengali drama deve-
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loped under the circumstances, its horizon being widened by
trapslations and adaptations from the western masters selected
at random.

It was a significantly new orientation for the Beogali
audience which came to be widely exposed to the varied worlds
of Sophocles, Ibsen, Chekhov, Gorky, Pirandello, lonesco,
Anouilh or Brecht-to pame only a few.®” If the first 1S
years of this period were thus dedicated to the West, the second
15 years can be marked with the gradual opening up of a new
Indian scene, already latent in the IPTA movement but not
quite worked out. Playwrights like Vijay Tendulkar (Marathi :
Santata, Court calu Ahe), Girish Karnad (Kannada : Tuglak and
Hayvadan) or Mohan Rakesh (Hindi : Adhe Adhdre) started to
be translated and staged with an equal verve. The close
asgociation with these writers, particularly with the epic drama
of Brecht, has been responsible for & radical chang.. not only
in the i hoi of sub Bengali drama, but
also in the writing of it.

And Wings Roots.®® Exceptions are there, but the most im-
portant playwrights of this quarter of a century have been
actors themselves. Sombhu Mitra is a case in point. By far
the best actor in our times, Sombhu Mitra has given a defini-
tive shape to our theatre movement by his sense of discipline
and rigour, and his ways of interpreting the wide range of life
at different levels. He first came into prominence with the
production of Navanna. A few years later he had to build up
his own troupe of pee’ with the guid of
Manoranjan Bhattacarya (1889-1954), the veteran actor. But
still later, after he became singularly noted for his productions
of Tagore and Ibsen, Sombhu Mitra had to ask for something
new to exemplify his much-pronounced ideas on Indian drama.
“But who is going to write the drama ?* he wondered.’® In
his youth he wrote a couple of plays, not memorable pieccs
though. Bijan, his friend, was surely one who had secured his




A o
Toots in the soil depending largely on the rituals and archetypal
images. But, perhaps, Sombhu Mitra wanted to have a greater
span where the plot would be ‘burningly real and yet ethereally
transcendent’,*® where the characters would be dealing with
fundamental values even in their normal behaviour. In search
of this, he himself came out with Cand Baniker Péla (The Play
of Chand, the Merchant, 1977), his magnum opus, which he
took at least ten years (1965-75) to complete. Nothiog more
<clegant have we read in Bengali drama since Tngore.

The story of Chand. exploited by many modern writers, is
the most popular story in pre-modern Bengali literature. In an
age of abject submission to gods. Chand’s exemplary defiance
of the goddess Manasa at the cost of everything he possessed,
has made him an apt symbol of heroic challenge to Fate. At
the same time, the character gets a tragic dimension in so far
as he has to stoop down ultimately yielding to his human affec-
tions. It is only natural that Sombhu Mitra used his hero as
an archetypal character, transmuting his personal destiny into
the destiny of mankind. His Chand is a modern man with a
vision, and is destined to follow it alone in an alien world.
Even when crushed to pieces he undauntingly cantinues to cry :
*Across, across, let us sail across the stream’.

Even a short comment such as this on the play cannot be
complete without a note on its subtle use of language. Its
dialogue pattern is in a regular rhythm with a smoothly
bolanced archaic tilt, moving freely from the mundane level
of everyday speech to the heightened Sule of poetic nuances,
fulfilling thereby all the requisites of a modern poetic drama.

Towards a Poetic Drama. That takes us back to Buddhadev
Bose, the most versatile author after Tagore. His readers quite
often overlook that in the early thirties he tried his hand at
pluys also. But in the span of the last ten years of his life ho
mude a glorious coms-back with his play Tapasvi O Tarangini
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(Tarangini and the Sage, 1966) followed by no less than eight
fulllength pieces.

At the end of each play, Buddhadev added adequate notes
for the probable producers but the plays have rarely beep taken
to stage and one suspects that they may not be quite success-
fully acted for a long time to come except over the radio. It is
not that the author was unaware of this predicament, but
unlike the earlier despairing youth, he was content to write
these plays for a reading public, particularly because the
possibility of a poetic drama had already been looming large
on the scene.

Experimentation in poetic drama was much in vogue among
younger poets of the time, viz. Dilip Ray (1919-78°, Ram Basu
(b. 1926), Alok Sarkar (b. 1931) and Alokeranjan Das Guptu
(b. 1933). Without any intention to storm the stage they wrote
plays which were performed i before select gath
Obviously inspired by the theories of Eliot, these poets failed
to note that in the theatre a play must have a direct surfaco
meaning to have an immediate impact on the senses.

Buddhadev Bose, on the other hand, tried to structure his
plays with an effort to produce this immediate impact. Tho
dialogues of Tapasvi O Tarangini are of course set in a stylized
prose, often reminding us of Tagore’s prose version of Candalika,
but the interal dimension of its external action, its subtlety
and poetic fervour gave way to his Mahabharata group of
poetic dramas, viz. Kalsandhya (The Ominous Evening, 1968),
Pratham Partha (The First Son of Prtha, 1969), Andmni Angana
(The Unnamed Woman, 1970) or Samkranti (The Moment
Between an End and a Beginniog, 1970).

In the last phase of his life, Buddbadev was completcly
preoccupied with his romantic study of the Mahabharata trying
to read in the epic a modern meaning which in its turn was not
far from the core of his own poetry and drama. In Tapasvi (
Tarangini, for example, the original story of Rsyasriga's scduc
tion by an h was as the ing ol
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love and suffering through sexual passion, as also of an essential
spirituality arising out of the conflict of the body and mind.

Buddhadev has a different type of plays in Kolkkdtar Electra
(The Electra of Calcutta, 1968) and Punarmilan (Reunion, 1970)
where one is confronted with the absurdity of time and existence,
as is focused in this typical dialogue :

Jaya (smiling). Do you think you are dead ?

Nilkantha. 1I'm not sure.

Jaya. You are suffering, Nilu, Does one suffer when

Dead ?

Nilkantha. How do I know ? Isn't it possible that we are
dead, only that we don’t know it? Isn't it
possible that we had been dead all through, but
only didn’t know it 74°

Yes, we are moving toward the Absurd.

From the Absard to Commitment, Compare the above passage
with the following piece from Evam Indrajit (1262, pub. 1965).

Playwright. Where did you die >

Indrajit. 1am not dead.

Playwright. Are you sure ?

Indrajit (after a long pause). No, I am not sure.**

From this life-in-death attitude or a sense of utter meaning-
lessness in our existence comes the state of a metaphysical
anguish, which is the central thefe of the Absurd. Badal
Sircar (Badal Sarkar, b. 1925) took up the thread in his Evam
Indrajit (And Indrajit) in 1962, just when the movement secmed
to have spent its force in the West. Not an accident, perhaps.
That was the year of India’s cooflict with China, and the
Communist Party of India showing 2ll the signs of a split. That
was the year when the avant-garde in Bengali poetry came in
close contact with Allen Ginsberg to howl a protest against all
possible norms of life. Fifteen years of Indian freedom yielding
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only a state of frustration and merusmg self-divisions, it was
not of the petty-b !o grow
aware of his own naked and i his

Badal Sircar is one who tried to cope wnh this total waste when
with a direct reference to the myth of Sisyphus he makes his
characters say ; ‘Those whom I see around me have no shape,
no colour, no They are ul ic. They are
Amal, Bimal, Kamal, and Indrajit.’¢*

The personal middle-class inertia of Evam Indrajit gave way
to a sense of guilt in Baki Itihas (The Rest of the History, 1967)
where we confront the whole history of ‘inhuman’ civilization.
In Trirsa Satabdi (The Thirticth Century, 1969) it is no more a
Question of guilt, it is a call for responsibility. Thus, in his
trilogy, the entire experience of a modern man has been
captured.

There had been a lot of talk against the picture-frame or
proscenium stage in Calcutta, but Badal Sircar is perhaps the
only one who has been fighting it persistently with his applica-
tion of the idea of the Third Theatre, a concept of the Poor
Theatre (in its literal sense ; somewhat different from Grotowski's
idea of it),*? since 1969, which was politically a significant year.
West Bengal had already passed through the experiecce of the
rise and fall of the United Front Governments : the upsurge of
the ultra-left wing had been vehement ; the state had been
pushed almost to the verge of a civil war. The existential
stance of Badal Sircar changed to a direct social involvement.

The dramatization (1972) of Howard Fast’s Spartacus had
been an exercise for him preparatory to his approach to this
involvement. It was followed by plays like Michil (The
Procession, 1974,, Bhoma (1975) or Sukhapathya Bharater Itihas
(A Delectable History of India, 1976), all of whlch could bo
performed without a stage, ling his i to
the people about the pattern of colonial oppression suffered by
the rural India. If one advances from Baki Itihas to Sukhapdthya
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Bharater Itihds, one can trace Badal Sircar’s development from
‘the theatre of the Absurd to a deeper social commitment.

Nothing Less Than Revolution. ‘From people like Bertolt Brecht
and Arthur Miller I learned that all drama was political,”
declared Kenneth Tynan,** the British critic.  Utpal Dutt, the
most prolific playwright in Bengal today would have preferred
-to substitute Gorky for Miller and called for nothing less than a
revolutionary theatre. A formidable director and actor, more
in the line of Stanislavsky and in content nearer Brecht,** Utpal
Dutt has been writing for the last two decades unabashed
propaganda plays leaping from slogan to slogan, documentary
and street-corner plays sometimes, thus involving himself in
political movements of our couutry during this period. How
far truly Marxist his plays are has often been questioned, but
there is no denying his rapport with the people in their struggle
for progress.

Unlike Badal Sircar who tried to break through the old
convention of well-knit story and character in a drama, Utpal
believes in a massive story. His first significant play was Angar
(Charcoal, 1959) where the theme was exploitation in coal
mines. The manner in which owners flood mines on fire and
kill miners in order to save coal was spectacularly staged for the
-drama. But since there was no ‘call for the armed overthrow
of the system’s® on the part of thg oppressed, Utpal himself
denounced the play later. Perhaps because of this revolutionary
zeal, the titles of his plays themselves make a big armoury :
swords, arrows, cartridges and rifles. The stories of his plays
are mostly taken from the history of revolutions of different
pations, viz. the Vietnamese War, the Cuban Revolution, the
Black Revolution or Hitler’s Germany of 1933—not to speak
of the various phases of our own freedom movement.

Largely influenced by Piscator,*” Utpal endeavours to use
‘facts of oppression directly from books and journals without
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much embellishment ; and on the other hand he uses all the
loud devices of our village Yatrd, the theatre-in-the-round.

In Kallol (The Roaring Waters, 1965), the next big hit after
Angar, his subject is the Naval Mutiny of Bombay 1946. That
the play had faced an all-out attack from the bourgeois
press is a proof of its comparative success in building up the
thesis that our national leaders betrayed the cause of our
freedom fight at a crucial moment, as has been shown in the
action of the play. Manuser Adhikar (The Human Rights,
1967) is a drama on racialism in which a Negro youth is on
trial on the false charge of raping a white girl. In Tiner Talvar
(A Foil of Tin, 1971), perhaps his best so far, he explores the
dichotomy in our 19th-century Babu-culture. The play offers
us an unforgettable dramatic moment when in a play within
the play an actor playiog in a farce suddenly transforms the
farce into a drama on Titu Mir and himself becomes a rebel
in ecstasy.

Twice arrested by the police (1965, 1967) for his plays,
several times attacked by hooligans for staging a satire on this
city of pightmares, Utpal has been something of a fighter all
along.

Allies from all Sides. Other playwrights have joined him.*®
He thioks it significant that a talented playwright like Mohit
Chatterjee (Beng. Cattopadhyay, b. 1935) has come down from
the surrealistic planes of, say, Kanthandlite Surya (The Sun in
the Gullet, 1963) to plays like Rdjrakta (King's Blood, 1970)
or that Manoj Mitra (b. 1937) is crossing over his earlier works
to Cakbhanga Madhu (Fresh Honey from the Honeycomb,
1971). The present efforts of Arun Mukherjee (Beng.
Mukhopadhyay, b. 1937), Nabhendu Sen (b. 1944) or Debasis
Majumdar (b. 1952) also are pointing toward the growth of a
political theatre in Calcutta.

Mohit, primarily a poet, was at first concerned with the
Theatre of the Absurd. His protagonists were eccentric,
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surreal, dial strewn with g
good example of all of which is Captain Hurrah (1970) Here
a ship is the symbol of the country, and the Captain is steeriog
it through treacherous shoals to the fulfilment of a possible
dream. But the dream was nebulous until Mohit came to
write Rajrakta where he chall the itative urban
society a little more directly, without changing his favourite
technique of intermingling reality with the unreal

Manoj Mitra also, with plays in the lighter vein such as
Tapur Tupur (Drip and Drop, (1971) or Siber Asadhyi (Baffiing
for the Gods, 1974), is at his best in Cakbhanga Madhu where
a forceful protest against rural exploitation bas been power-
fully dnmuzed by using in the plot a family of snake-
h and a

Sceptics may suggest, not wnhont reason, that this political
orientation does not always lead to analytic understanding of
the socio-political situations, that mostly it turns out to be a
romantic overture. Certainly there are some such examples,
but these aberrations are only natural in the course of history.
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1. BENGALI—PHASE Il
CHITTAPRIYA GHOSH [ SANKHA GHOSH ]
An Original English Essay on
MODERN INDIAN DRAMA
[ Written on Oct-Nov. 1979 ]

THE BOOK : Comparative Indlan Literature
[ Kerala Sahitya Akademi ] Page 489-99

2, THREE CHANDAL MAIDENS / Sankha Ghosh
Translated by Subba Dasgupta

THE BOOK : Kumaran Asan The man and the poet
edited by K. Ayyappa Paniker, Published by : Kumaran
Asan Memorial C i Th kol, Trivand;
Kerala / April 1988, Page 98-110
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3. ‘TOWARDS A NEW BEGINNING’ The literary world of
Modern Calcutta, 1941-1980 An Essay by Sankha Ghosh
Translated by Sukanta Chaudhuri
THE BOOK : Calcutta The Living City Page 232-44
Edited by Sukanta Chowdhury, Vol Il : The Present &
Future / Published in : Calcutta / Oxford University Press
Delhi, Bombay, Madras 1990
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-4, Speech by Sri Sankha Ghosh/Award Winner in BENGALI
BOOK : Sahitya Akademi Awards 1977 Speech by the
Award Winning Authors
POETRY
1. ANCESTRAL HOME / Sankha Ghosh

BOOK : Bengal Poems on Calcutta Selected and translated
by Subbaranjan Dasgupta & Sudeshna Chakravorty, A
Writers Workshop Publication 1972 / Published by P. Lal
from 162,92, Lake Gardens Calcutta-700045
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2. RED ROAD / Sankha Ghosh
BOOK : Bengal Poems on Calcutta
3. JOY / Sankha Ghosh
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JOY / Sankha Ghosh
4. OFFERING Do
5. TOADS Do

6. RENUNCIATION Do
FALLING RAIN Do
Translated by Marian Maddern

oo



08 / wW CI1Y : Tt @ Wi

BOOK : I have seen Bengal’s face, A selection of Modern
Bengali Poetry in English Translation, Page 163-67, Edited
by : Sibnarayan Ray & Marian Maddern, Publish:
Calcutta / Editions Indian / 1974
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8. OFFERING /Sankha Ghosb, Translated by Marian
Madden
JOURNAL : He here, An Asian-A lian Monthly

April 1974, Editor : Kenneth Russell Henderson Vol. 18
Number 4 / April, 1974.
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9. AGASTYA’S JOURNEY / Sankha Ghosh

BOOK : Voices of Emergency, An all India Anthology of
Protest Poetry of the 1975-77 Emergency. Edited by : John
Oliver Perry, Foreward by: David Selbourne, Page 8
Popular Prakashan / Bombay

Tl B : worgErar [ Rw R w1/ e
‘Al A MW (T ddveve [l dave )/
% 3/ eRPE: WEF R/ Wt



10.

oifa / oe

THE END / Sankha Ghosh, Translated by Prithvindra
Chakravarty with Beler Page 109.

. THE ONE WITHOUT A COUNTRY / Sankha Ghosh

Translated by Asok Mukhopadhyay, Page 109-10

BOOK : Contemporary Bengali Literature Poetry. Preface :
Amalendu Bose, Edited by : Sukumar Ghosh Academic
Publishers, Calcutta-9 / India
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. THE PROMISE / Sankha Ghosh

APARTMENT / Do

MY AUNT / Do
Translated by Sandip Sarkar

BOOK : Anarchy and The Blue, A contemporary collection
of Drawings Fnd Verses
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700009
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15.
16.
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THE OLD WOMEN / Sankha Ghosh

TIME / Do

OFFERING /| Do

COMPANION / Do

Translated by Jermy Nelson of Australia 1983
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REVENGE / Sankha Ghosh, Translated by Khondaker
Ashraf Hossain

BOOK : ‘1% IR0a3 (eitha 3’ / IRANH '@ AfSxanata
Ifem «tgfify #m¥w, BENGALI LOVE POEMS
A Collection of M i & lati edited by
FARID KABIR, Page. 83,

@™ : Jaouary 1986

e3tF: Farid Kabir, Ghulam Hilali. Signorina,
11, Rankin Street, Wari, Dacca-3, Bangladesh,
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A POEM / Sankha Ghosh, Translated by an unknown
person [ No song in my body. The woodcutters come ]
JOURNAL : Kavibharati, Triennial of Indian Poetry 28,
29, 30 March, 1987, Vagarth, Bharat Bhavan, Bhopal
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APARTMENT / Sankha Ghosh

MY AUNT / Sankha Ghosh, Translated by Sandip Sarkar
BOOK : Vagarth, Poets from Six continents, Edited by :
Ashoke Vajpeyi, Vagarth World Poetry Festival / A
Centenary Tribute to Jawaharlal Nehru in Bharat Bhavan,
Bhopal 11-17 January 1989
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HOLIDAY / Sankha Ghosh

RESTORATION / Do

MY AUNT RANGA / Do

MUNYA/ Do

BOOK : Poetry from Bengal, Translated by Ron D. K.
Banerjee, Forest Books / Unesco, London 1989 Boston.
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Gelobt sei der Pfau

Indische Lyrik der Gegenwart
Herausgegeben

Von Alokeranjon Dasgupta
Schoeekluth. Michoer Edition, 1986
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