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At first Chambal was not very keen on going.

“It's your family puja, you know,” he said. “You'll
have a great deal to do. I'd hate to be hanging
around, doing nothing.”

“Oh, you needn’t worry about that. | never have
much to do. I'm not considered old enough to be of
much use. It'd be great fun to have you along.”

Chambal still had his doubts.

“Suppose | do come along, what do | do when |
get there?”

Rabi explained to him that there was always a lot
going on in the house during the pujas.

“When we arrive we'll find the place full of
interesting people. You'll like talking with them.
There are some very old men in the village, for
example. They're there every year, talking about
old times. | find their talk fascinating. To listen to
them, you'd think everything was perfect when
they were young. When we are old we'll also think
like that, perhaps.”

Chambal asked, “Is it true that people live much
longer in the vullages'7"

“| don't know,” Rabi rephed “At least they look
much older. There is a man in our village who
looks at least a hundred. But he has looked like
that ever since I've known him.”

Chambal said, “Why don't you ask him his
age?”

Rabi said, “When | see him next I'll ask him how
old he is. But | don't think he'll be able to tell me.
When you grow very old you tend to forget your

age.”

R o8 TIER A6 0% = | IS IF

@92 A |

“| think you'd better go with your friend, Cham-
bal,” he said. “It should be an interesting experi-
ence for you. | don't think you should miss an
opportunity like this. | wish | could come with you,
too. When you come back, I'll expect you to tell us

all about it.”
AITAS A W], SRYIER I IO
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What do | do when | get there?
When we arrive we'll find the place full.
When we are old we'll think like that.
When | see him I'll ask him how old he is.
When you come back I'll expect you to tell me all
about it.
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