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Chambal doesn’t like to talk ab-
out those days.

He prefers not to think about
them.

Sometimes he pretends not to
hear Milly’s questions about
Father’s illness.

He begins to talk about some-
thing elser

Mother noticed this and talked
to Father about it.

Father didn’t like it at all.

Milly heard Father say so.

“Children must learn to face
facts,” he said. “It’s no use trying
to run away from them.”

“What do you intend to do about
it ?” Mother asked.

“I intend to talk to him.”

“Or would you like me to talk to
him, instead ?” said Mother.

“No, no,” Father said, “I’d rather

'"m 7

do the talking myself.”

So it came about that Father
stopped Chambal as he was
rushing out to meet his friends on
the afternoon of the following
Sunday.

“Just a minute, Chambal. I want
a word with you. Sit down, will
you ?”

Chambal sat down on the edge of
the chair.

“Did you remember to post the
letter I gave you the other day ?”

“Yes, Dad.”

“Good. I knew I could depend on
you. I hope you know that I'll have
to depend on you more and more as
both of us grow older. For example,
you must know what to do in case I
should fall ill again. By the way, do
you know what my last illness
was ?”

“I’ve no clear idea, Dad.”

“I propose to give you a very
clear idea about it now. Will you
take that large book in the blue
cover down from the shelf ?”
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