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We find them talking about the evening’s programme
of songs and dances, play and poetry-reading.

. Chambal asks a question that we often hear. In fact,
it's a question that occurs to almost everybody, sooner
(or later.

“Mummy,” he says, “how many songs did Rabindra-
nath compose?”

“A great many,” says Mrs Roy. “Milly will tell us how
many. She's getting to be an expert in that field. Come
on, Milly.”

Chameli gravely says, “Three thousand.”

“Or thereabout,” Mrs Roy adds. Chambal sounds
surprised, “As many as that? He must have been a very
hard-working man.” ’ i

Chameli again speaks gravely. “Our Bengali teacher
said the other day, we had to work very hard if we
wanted to get anywhere in life.”

Mr Roy then says, “When we were boys we used to
think the Poet had a very easy life. We thought being a
poet meant knowing no care and hardship. How wrong
we were!”

4 BAEE IO IU WA AT |

“Daddy,” he 'said, “there’s a boy in my class who
writes poetry. | asked him how he did it. He said it was
quite easy. But when | tried to write a poem for the
school magazine | didn't find it easy at all.”

Mr Roy said, “I suppose it can be easy for one who
has a knack for it. You have to have a way with words.
Not everybody has it. You and | are the unlucky ones,
I'm afraid.”
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I thought you loved me.
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You have to work very hard.
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He said it was quite easy.
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