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One evening last week an old friend of Mr. Roy came.
He had come from Africa where he had settled down a
long timeé ago. It is only on rare occasions that he is able
to visit India. Naturally, Mr. Roy was very pleased 1o see
him. Mr. Nandi, his friend, beamed with pleasure.

As soon as he fearnt that Milly was receiving lessons
in music, he cried out with delight, “I'm in juck. then!
What will you sing, my dear? Let's have a few songs of
Rabindranath. shall we?"

Mr. Roy said, “It's Rabindranath’s songs she's learn-
ing. Come Milly, don't keep your uncle waiting.”

“Please, Mummy,” Milly said, “not today. My voice is
in an awfully bad condition.”

“There doesn’'t seem to be anything wrong with it.
Come, don't make excuses. We're waiting.”

Milly stili seemed reluctant.

Then Mr. Roy said, “One doesn't like 1o keep people
waiting, does one?” .

It was only then that Milly started singing. But as soon
as she had sung a line or two she stopped.

“I don’t remember that one,” she said. “tll sing
another.”

She started again, and again stopped in the middle.
Then she said, “Mummy, may | go and get the book? |
forget some of the words.”

Mrs. Roy was very annoyed, and Mr. Roy looked very
grave.

- e W Gl I/ ffere a8 7@

SR PN IEE |

“Look, Milly,” he said, “I must say you behaved very
badly this evening. There was nothing wrong with your
voice. it's quite some time since you started taking
lessons in singing. One has every right to expect you to
be able to sing. Secondly, it was an old friend of mine
who requested you to sing. One doesn’t say ‘no’ to such
a request if one can help it. Then again, he was our
guest for the evening. One does one’s best to entertain a
guest. | hope you'll remember this in the future.”

GIE@ @3 AT IR TF F@I -
ONE
RIS ENTE I 00 I 779 o1 2

One doesn't want to keep people waiting.

One has every right to expect you to be able to sing.
One doesn't say ‘no’ to such a request.

_One does one's best to entertain a guest.
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