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“Look, Mummy !” She’d cry every now and then,
“Aren’t those flowers gorgeous! Look at those
chrysanthemums, Daddy ! They must be the biggest
and most beautiful in the whole world.”

There’s a very rich collection of chrysanthemums
and dahlias every year. The banks of pansies are
quite breath-taking in their beauty. The geraniums
are a riot of colours. .

“Why can’t we grow roses like that in our garden,
Mummy ?” Chambal would ask.

Mother would say, “It can’t be easy to grow roses
of that size. Somebody must have taken a great deal
of trouble over them.”

Then there are the cactii and other succulents.

Chambal said, “There can’t be fewer than a
hundred varieties here.”

There were many varieties Chambal had never
seen before. One was shaped like a snake.

But the most amazing exhibits were the bonsai,
trees and plants artificially dwarfed by a method
invented by the Japanese.

“Can that be a banyan tree ?”” Mrs. Roy asked
pointing at a tree in a pot, not more than' elghteen
inches in height.

“Yes,” said Mr. Roy, “and a fully mature one.
Look at the fruits.”

“How long does it take to grow a tree like that ?”
asked Mr. Roy.

“It must take years,” replied Mr. Roy. “But first
you must learn the method.”

Suddenly they discovered that Milly was not with
them.

“Where can she be ?”’ They thought, and looked
about them.

They had a few anxious moments.

Chambal tried to appear not to be worried.

“She must be about,” he said, “and will be with us
as soon as we get something to eat from that shop
over there.”

But Milly really had got lost though she couldn’t
have been far away.

When she was found at last she was almost in
tears.

maimmmwmn

CAN COULD MUST

It can’t be easy to grow roses of that size.
There can’t be fewer than a hundred varieties.
Can that be a banyan tree ?

She couldn’t have been far away.

They must be the biggest in the world.
Somebody must have taken a great deal of care.
She must be about.
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