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“Can you guess who | was talking
to?" he asked Chambal who had just
entered the room.

How could Chambal guess to whom
Father was talking over the phone?

“All right,” Father said, “I'll save
you the trouble of guessing. It was
Bimal Krishna Kumar.”

Chambal looked blank. Obviously
the name meant nothing to him.
Father said, “Doesn’t the name

sound familiar? Why, you're always -

reading books written by him. Detec-
tive stories. Can you guess now? But
he writes under a pen name."”

“Meghnad!” exclaimed Chambal.

“That's right.” Father said. “A com-
mon friend brought him to me the
other day. A nice man. How are his
books? Dripping with blood, 1 ex-
pect?™

*Oh. they're good, Dad. There
were six murders in the one I've just
finished, All were solved by Adhiraj
Roy. He's the cleverest detective in
the world.™

“1 don’t know about that, But his
creator must be a very clever writer,
indeed. for his books bring him a great
deal of money. He's on the look out
for a very good flat in a very exclusive
neighbourhood.™ .

“But it must be very dangerous to
have a lot of money, Dad. In his
stories the richest men are killed in the
most horrible manner.”

“Are they, indeed? There must be
dozens of writers, and quite good ones
too, who envy Meghnad his success.
But 1 don’t suppose they'd like to
murder him.”

Yo

b o, g g 1 oife @IPiCe s e
5YA AT o AW 3@ AefEE

The door was locked from inside.
Adbhiraj struck it a heavy blow. Then
he gave it a hard kick. The door stood
firm. He, called for help. A stout-
looking man stepped forward. Adhiraj
and he together put their shoulders to
the door and pushed. It gave at last.
Adhiraj stepped in and held his
breath. Kumar NayanendraNarayan
was lying in a pool of blood. “Who
could have done this to him?" Adhiraj
wondered. “Did somebody bear him a
grudge, or was it for his property?”

a% Pl

I'll save you the trouble of guessing.
His books bring him a good income.
Many writers envy him his success.
He struck the door a heavy blow.
Who bore him a grudge?
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