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“Why do we call it Burra Din, Daddy?” Milly asked her
father. The day is very short on the 25th December, isn't
it?”

“You are right,” said Mr. Roy, “it's a very short day.
One of the shortest days of the year, infact. | think what
Burra din means is a great day, a very important day.
Like Burra sahib, you know. | alsoremember.a friend of
mine, an army man once invited me to their great annual
dinner. They used to call it the Burra khana.”

“Oh, really, Daddy? What was it like at the army Burra
khana?” ' '

“It was a great event. Everyone from the commanding
officer down to the youngest jawan was there. And they
all ate together.” '

“What did you have to eat?” asked Milly.When food is
mentioned, she always insists on details.

“Oh, I don't remember all the items on the menu. All
| remember isthatthe amountoffood eaten that
evening was enormous. There were huge piles of fruit on
the table, and they vanished in no time. Then the fish.
There were not many kinds of fish, but there was plenty
of it. And we had such quantities of meat.”

“Bread?”

“And big loaves of good, freshbread too. But | do not

" think | had much of that. Nobody eats a.lot of bread

when there are S0 many other kinds offoodto eat. We

 had a great time.”

)

“A ‘burra’ time, Daddy?”
“A ‘burra’ time, Milly,’ said Mr. Roy.
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There were huge piles of fruit.

There were not many kinds of fish.

There were big loaves of good, fresh bread.
We had such quantities of meat.
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