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Her father used to drive her to school.

After school her mother used to come and bring her
home.

. Bimala could see that some days this arrangement
could present problems.

There were days when her father had to go to work
earlier than usual.

On such occasions Bimala herseif would suggest
she might just take a public bus and go to school.

“All by yourself?” his tather would say. “I should
think not. Not until you're a litle older.”

So her mother had to find the time in the midst of
her house work and take her to school.

Bimala saw that it was very inconvenient for her .
Still she had to do it. ’

Bimala told some of her friends at school about
this.

“What are the school buses for?” one of them
asked. “Our shcool has a whole fieet of them. I'm
sure one of those could pick you up.”

Most of Bimala's friends themselves came to
school in school buses. They didn't see why Bimala
shouldn't, too.

“But can | get a seat in a school bus now, in the
middle of the year? Should | ask my father to
enquire?”

“You can go and ask Mrs. Raut yourself,” sug-
gested Chandrabali.

So Bimala went and asked Mrs. Raut, who was in
charge of the school buses, if she could use the
facility.

“I'don't;seewhy not,”she answered."In fact | was
myself going to suggest it. I'm surprised you girls put
your parents to so much trouble when you could
easily use our buses.”

CRAT (AT [N IgeR T T W TR
ACR AT AR |

“And it's such fun,” she once told Chameli. “I never
thought the journey itself could be so much fun.”
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‘Bimala herselfwould suggest she might take a bus.
Bimala’s friends themselves came in school buses.
You can go and ask Mrs. Raut yourself.
| was myself going to suggest it.
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All by yourself?

R GGG

Do you want to go all by yourself?
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