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. "Did they drop very big bombs on Calcutta,
‘Daddy?” Chameli asked.

Daddy said, “Not very big ones, Milly. In fact, the
bombs were quite small.”

“Did you see any falling?”| Chambal asked.

“No, | didn’t actually see any bombs falling. The
‘raids were at night. On the morning after, many
people came out to see the damage.”

“What did you do when you heard the bombers
coming. Did you hear them coming?”

“There used to be siren warning us that enemy
planes were approaching. We took shelter.”

“Did everybody do it? Take shelter, | mean.”

“Not quite everybody. Many had to go about
their business. Official business, that is. A.R.P.
Wardens for example. They were responsible for
air-raid precautions. Their organization was called.
A.R.P. They went about while the air-raid was
actually taking. place, risking their lives.”

“What did they do that for 2 "

“Oh, they had all sorts of duties. They had to
'help put out fires caused by bombs. When a
Ibuilding was damaged they had to help evacuate
it. They had to attend to injured people. One of
their most important duties was to see that the
black-out was_being strictly observed.”

“What's black-out, Daddy,” Milly asked.

“it meant that lights in the houses had to be
covered and the windows screened so that no light
shone out of the houses. That would make
‘bombing difficuit.” .
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To Do

What did you do?

Did everybody do it?

What did they do it for?
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