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An EKSHAN Supplement

A screenplay by Satyajit Ray
based on a story by Premchand

émﬁ

(DELIVERANGE)

A H0-minute film made for Doordarshan



Principal Characters

Dukua1r CHAMAR (Om Puri)

JHURIA, Dukhi’s wife (Smita Patil)
GHASIRAM (Mohan Agashe)

L AxsHMI, Ghasiram’s wife (Gita Siddharth)
TuE GonbD (Bhaialal Hedao)

DHANIA, Dukhi’s daughter (Richa Mishra)



MORNING IN A CHAMAR SETTLEMENT.
LUK THE CHAMAR’S SHACK.

‘I'he camera holds on the tiled roof of the shack. A goatskin lies spread
on it. The three main Titles appear over the shot. At the end of Titles
the camera pulls back and Jhuria enters the shot with a pitcher of
water on her head. She puts down the pitcher, looks around, and
calls out.

JHURIA: Dhania! Dhania!

Dhania is seen to be playing with two other children and a small goat
on the road in front of the shack. She looks up at her mother.

JHURIA: Do you know where your father is?

pHANIA: He’s gone to cut grass.

JHURIA: Cut grass? Now?
Jhuria, puzzled, goes off to look for her husband. A green patch on the

cdge of the settlement. Dukhi is indeed cutting grass. Jhuria stands
looking over the fence.

JHURIA: So you’ve forgotten, have you?
Dukhi doesn’t pay any attention to his wife.
JHURIA: Aren’t you supposed to go to the brahmin’s this
morning ?
Dukhi now turns round.
pukHI: What do you think this grass is for ? I have to take him
an offering, don’t I?
Juuria: That grass is for the brahmin?

DUKHI: So? You go mind your own business. See about what
he’s going to sit on when he comes.

Juuria: Will he sit on a cot?

pukHI: Not on ours, surely.

Juuria: Can’t we borrow one from the village headman’s
wife?

puki: You must be mad. You think the people in the head-
man’s house will give us a cot? They won’t even let a coal

out of their house to light your fire with—and they’ll give
you acot?

jnuiia: 'Then what shall we do?
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DUKHI: Ask Dhania to break off some mohwa leaves. Make a
mat with them.

JHURIA: All right.

DUKHI: And we have to give the brahmin some provisions to
take home.

JuuriA: Then we shall need a plate, too.

DUKHI: Make a plate with mohwa leaves. Mohwa is holy, you
know.

Dukhi has finished cutting grass and gets up with the bundle. Dukhi
suddenly has a fainting fit, drops the bundle, and holds on to his wife
for support. Jhuria is concerned.

Juuria: What happened?
Dukhi takes a few seconds to recover.
pukHI: I’m all right now.
He goes off towards his shack, Jhuria following.

pukHr: Take the Gond’s daughter to the village merchant and
bring back all the things we need: a pound of flour, a half of
‘rice, a quarter of gram, an eighth of ghee, salt and turmeric.

JHURIA: All right.

pukHI: Will you remember?
JHURIA: Yes.

DUKHI: Repeat what I said.

JuURIA: A pound of rice . . .

Dukhi stops and turns reprovingly towards his wife.
DUkHI: A pound of flour!
Jhuria repeats meekly.

JHURIA: A pound of flour.
pukHI: A half of rice. Repeat.
JuURIA: A half of rice.
DUKHI: A quarter of gram.
JHURIA: A quarter of gram.
DUKHI: An eighth of ghee.
JHURIA: An eighth of ghee.
DUKHI: Salt and turmeric.
JuuRIA: Salt and turmeric.
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pukHI: And don’t forget to put four annas at the edge of the
leaf. And don’t touch anything.

"They have reached the shack. Dukhi puts down the bundle from his
head. Jhuria suddenly has a thought.

JHURIA: Don’t go today. Go tomorrow. You've only just rc-
covered from fever. . .

pukHI: I should have gone much earlier. It’s the fever which
has delayed me. Don’t worry. I’ll be all right.

Dukhi goes into the shack. Dhania comes in carrying the young goat.
DUKHI: Dhania!

Dhania turns.
pukHI: Come here.

Dhania comes and stands facing her father. Dukhi gives her an affec-
tionate pat on the head.

pukHI: D’you know who’s coming today ?
Dhania nods.

DUKHI: Who?
DHANIA: Panditji.
DUKHI: And d’you know why he’s coming ?

Dhania is too shy to answer.

pukHI: Very well. Now go and fetch a lot of mohwa leaves.
You’ll have to make a mat and plate with them. Go.

Dhania sets off, but is called back by Dukhi.

DUKHI: You mustn’t wander off. The brahmin may want to
see you.

Dukhi turns to go. Dukhi takes up the bundle of grass and prepares to
leave. Jhuria has just brought out a plate with some food in it and a
Klans of water.

Nuria: Won’t you eat something before you go?
nukne: I may miss him if T delay.

Dukhi hius already come out of the shack. He is now surrounded by a
herd of cows on its way to the pasture.

1 What if you have another dizzy spell on the way ?
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DUKHI (raising his voice above the cowbells): See that everything
is done before I come.

PANDIT GHASIRAM THE BRAHMIN’S HOUSE.

Ghasiram, freshly bathed, sits before a mirror carefully drawing
sandalwood lines on his forehead with the help of a straw. Then with
sindoor he draws a red circle in the middle of the white lines. Then
more sandalwood marks on his chest and arms.

Dukhi on his way to the brahmin’s house crosses a field and is about to
step on the main road when he has to stop to let some brahmins pass.
Then he continues.

GHASIRAM’S HOUSE.

Ghasiram performs his puja, ringing a bell and waving a lamp in a
circular motion before the deity. A dog starts barking as Duhki arrives
at Ghasiram’s house. He stops in front of the house. The ringing of the
bell can be heard. Dukhi now makes his way to the back of the house.
The back door is open. Dukhi enters. The sound of the bell is louder
now. Dukhi comes to the door of the courtyard, puts down the bundle
of grass, sits on his haunches and waits for the puja to be over.

Dhania tears off leaves from a mohwa tree.

THE BRAHMIN’S HOUSE.

The ringing stops. Dukhi stiffens. The brahmin may come out any
moment now. Ghasiram comes into the courtyard, walks across.

pUKkHI: Maharaj!

Ghasiram stops and turns. Dukhi prostrates himself on the verandah
of the courtyard. Ghasiram’s wife, Lakshmi, also reacts from the inner
verandah. She has been grinding spices.

cHAsI: Who is it?
pukHI: Dukhi, Maharaj. I have come to see you.
cHAst: That I can see, but what for?

pukHi: I am arranging my daughter’s betrothal. If your
worship could come and help fix an auspicious date.
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cHAsI: Now?
pukHi: Yes, Maharaj. I have arranged everything for you.
Ghasiram’s ten-year-old son Moti has just come out with his school-

books and stops on the verandah to find out what’s going on. Ghasiram
shouts at him.

GHasi: What are you stopping for ? Get going or you’ll be late
for school again.

Moti meekly steps down from the verandah and ambles off. Ghasiram
turns to Dukhi again.

cHASI: You think I’'m free to go anytime anybody wants me to
go anywhere?

pukHI: No, Maharaj, I know you are a busy man. But without
you I can’t arrange my daughter’s betrothal.

cHasi: Well, you have to wait.
pukHI: I will wait, Maharaj.

cHAs1: Why don’t you sweep the front of the house while
you’re waiting? There’s the broom over there. I’ll come
when I'm free.

pukar: I’ll do that, Maharaj. Please tell me where I should
put this bundle of grass.

cHasI: Put it down in front of the cow in the cowshed.
pukHI: Very good, Maharaj.

Ghasiram goes back into the house.

Dukhi takes the bundle of grass into the cowshed and does as told.
Then he comes back to the front of the house, picks up the broom and
starts to sweep.

THE GROCER’S SHOP.

"I'he old grocer hands a small girl some provisions and turns to Jhuria
and the Gond’s daughter.

aroceEr: Yes?
I'he Gond's danghter turns to Jhuria.

aoND's pavanTeR: Well) tell him.,
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JuurIiA: A pound of flour, a half of rice, a quarter of gram, an
eighth of ghee, salt and turmeric.

GROCER: H’m. A pound of rice.
Jhuria giggles.

Jauria: No, No! A pound of flour.

GHASIRAM’S HOUSE.
Dukhi finishes sweeping the front of the house and calls out.
DUKHI: Maharaj!
Ghasiram has been drinking bhang out of a lota, sitting on a charpoy.

cHast: What isit?
pukHI: I have finished sweeping, Maharaj.

cHast: Listen now. In the storeroom across the street in front,
there’s a pile of hay. Take it out and put it in the cowshed,
will you?

DUKHI: Very good, Maharaj.

Dukhi turns to go, but Ghasiram calls out again.
GHAsI: Listen, Dukhi.

Dukhi stops and turns.

pukHI: Yes, Maharaj.

GHasI: After you have done with the hay, I want you to split
wood. You’ll find a log outside by the banyan tree. I want it
chopped up in small bits. Do you understand ?

pukHI: Yes, Maharaj.

Dukhi makes his way to the storeroom. There is an immense pile of
hay. An empty sack lies alongside. Dukhi fills the sack and hoists it on
his shoulder. Then he crosses the wide street, goes in through the back
door, dumps the hay, and starts back again.

DUKHI'S SHACK.
Dhania has brought the mohwa leaves and calls out to her mother.
DHANIA: I’ve brought the mohwa leaves, Mother.

Jhuria answers from within.
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JHURIA: Put them down on the verandah.

DHANIA: Can I make the plate?

Juuria: All right, but do it properly. See that there are no
holes, or the grain will trickle through.

Dhania gets down happily to making a plate with the leaves.
Dukhi dumps the second pile of hay in the fodder bin and starts back.

GHASIRAM’S HOUSE.

A verandah on the street side. Ghasiram is seated with two other
brahmins. One of them, Lokenath, a young, sheepish-looking charac-
ter, has had a bereavement, and Ghasiram is consoling him by quoting
from the Gita.

GHASI: As the Gita says—just like one gets out of one’s tattered
clothes and gets into new ones, so one’s soul leaves one’s
decayed body and enters into a fresh one. Your wife may
have died, but her soul lives.

LokE: That is indeed a consoling thought, Panditji.

GHAsI: So why fret? And you can marry again. You’re young.
There is nothing in the Shastras to prevent you from taking
the marriage vow again.

Dukhi comes and waits, squatting on the street, facing Ghasiram, who
continues with his discourse to the afflicted brahmin.

GHAs: Look at me. My present wife is my third wife. The
first one died within six months of marriage. After a year I
married again. Seven years later, my second wife died.
Snakebite. A krait. Bit her on the ankle. Died in two hours.
The two brahmins make sympathetic noises.
Dukhi still waits to draw Ghasiram’s attention.

cuast: Four years later I married again. Your dear ones may
pass away, but life does not stop. Life goes on.

Ghasiram notices Dukhi.
cnast: Have you chopped the wood ?
buktir: I don’t know where the axe is, Maharaj.

anast: Look in the storeroom. It must be there.
pukni: Very good, Maharaj.
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Dukhi goes to look for the axe.
Ghasiram turns to Lokenath again.
GHAsI: It is our sacred duty to marry and procreate. You have

no son by your first wife. It is your duty to marry again and
keep alive your lineage.

THE LOG OF WOOD BY THE BANYAN TREE.

Dukhi’s shadow falls on it. He has come with the axe. It is a massive
trunk, and Dukhi regards it dauntingly. He walks around it, looking
for the best position from which to attack it.

He finds one and gets ready.

Gripping the axe, he raises it over his head and brings it down on the
log. The blade glances off. He brings it down again. Again the blade
glances off. The third time the blade hits the log but doesn’t make a
mark.

Dukhi now examines the edge of the blade and looks around for
something to use as a hone. He spots a stone slab lying nearby.

Dukhi now scoops some water from a puddle, wets the stone with it
and starts rubbing the blade of the axe against it. He examines the
blade again. It seems to have acquired a shine. Dukhi walks over to
the log and attacks it with fresh vigour.

A Gond passing by slows down to have a look. Dukhi is raining blows,
but not to much effect.

The Gond, a middle-aged man of grave countenance, walks up.
conD: Do you know how to chop wood?
Dukhi stops and turns towards the adivasi.
DUKHI: I’m used to cutting grass, brother, not to chopping
wood.
conD: Then why wear yourself out for nothing ?

DUKHI: Maharaj wants me to. I want him to come to my house
to find an auspicious date for my daughter’s betrothal.

GoND: So he makes you chop wood ?

pukHI: I could do it if T had something to eat. I had no time to
take any food this morning.

GonD: Can’t he feed you even if he doesn’t pay you money?
Ask them for some food.

pukHI: I am asking a favour, how can I ask for food ?
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conND: Then whack away.
The Gond walks away in disgust.

pukHI: I’m sure I could tackle it better if I at least had a
smoke. It’s not that I have no strength in my arms.

The Gond stops and turns.
GoND: You don’t have tobacco?

Dukhi shakes his head.

coND: Come with me then.
puKkHI: Where?
GoND: Come with me.

Dukhi decides to go with the Gond.

DUKHI’S SHACK.

Jhuria has nearly finished making the mat. Dhania is working on the
plate.

juuria: I wonder what’s taking them so long. Dhania, why
don’t you go and stand on the road and look.

Dhania does as told, but the road is empty.

DHANIA: No sign of them yet, Mother.

THE GOND’S SHACK.

Dukhi stands waiting outside. The Gond comes out with pipe and
tobacco.

conND: I can’t give you any fire.
pukar: I think I can get fire from the Panditayin.
conp: Carry on, then. I’ll drop by later.

Dukhi starts to walk back.

Ghasiram has sat down to his meal. Lakshmi sits by with a fan.
Dukhi’s voice is heard.

DUKHI (off-screen) : Maharaj!
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Both Ghasiram and Lakshmi react.

LaksHMI: Why does that man keep coming?

cHasl: He wants me to come to his house to fix a date for his
daughter’s marriage.

raksHMI: Now, in the middle of the day?

cHasi: I’ve given him some work to do. Let him finish that
first.

LaksHMI: What work?
GHAsI: I’ve asked him to chop wood.
We are with Dukhi now.
pukHI: IfI could get some light to smoke this pipeful.

Inside, Lakshmi turns to her husband, her eyebrows raised.

LaksHMI: He’s asking for a light now!
GHasI: Give him some light, will you.

Lakshmi flies into a rage.

LAKSHMI: You get so wrapped up in your books and astro-
logical charts that you forget all about caste rules.

Lakshmi has raised her voice, and Dukhi can hear her from outside.

LAKSHMI (gff-screen) : You let a chamar come into a brahmin’s
house as if he owned it. Tell him to get out or I’ll scorch his
face with a firebrand.

Dukhi hangs his head in shame.
Inside, Ghasiram continues to implore his wife.
GHasi: Why not just let him have his light? He’s doing our

work, isn’t he? You’d have to pay at least a rupee if you had
a labourer do it.

Lakshmi hoists herself up on her feet.

vaksuMi: All right, but if he ever comes into the house again,
I’li give him the coals on his face.

Dukhi stands fidgeting guiltily on the verandah.

Lakshmi comes out holding the coals in a pair of tongs. With her veil
drawn over her face, she flings the coals towards Dukhi. One of them
hits Dukhi on the shin and he winces.

Lakshmi has gone back into the house. Dukhi raises his voice and
apologises while he puts the live coals into the chillum.
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pukHI: Forgive me, Panditayin. It was very wrong of mc to
come inside your house. If we weren’t such fools, why would
we get kicked so much?
Inside, Lakshmi reacts to Dukhi’s apology. She seems to soften a bit.
Ghasiram continues to eat.
She seems to ponder for a while.

Laksumi: Has he had anything to eat, this fellow ?

GHast: Ididn’t ask him. Maybe he hasn’t. He’s been here since
morning.

LAksHMI: You can’t split wood on an empty stomach.

cHasi: Well, why don’t you give him something?

LAksHMI: What?

cHast: I don’t know. Is there anything left over?

raksuMI: There are a couple of chapatis.

cHasi: That’s no help. Two chapatis are no food at all for

these chamars. They need at least a good two pounds.

Lakshmi gives up.

raksaMi: Then let him go hungry. I’'m not going to kill myself
cooking in weather like this.

Dukhi has sat down on the log to smoke. He takes a few long pulls,
puts down the pipe, picks up the axe and straightens up.

Ghasiram washes his mouth.
The sound of chopping wood begins again.
Ghasiram goes and lies down on the charpoy with a fan in his hand.

Dukhi has attacked the log with renewed energy. His body glistens
with sweat. Some marks have appeared on the wood—the result of a
dozen vigorous whacks. Dukhi stops and looks at the marks. They
seem to give him hope that he will be able to tackle it.

After half-a-dozen more whacks Dukhi has to stop again. It is obvious
that many more will be needed before the wood yields. Dukhi scems
to be possessed by a great stubbornness. He starts again, muttering
under his breath,
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pukHI: I’ll see you split even if I have to give my life for it,
you son-of-a-bitch!

GHASIRAM’S BEDROOM.

Ghasiram is asleep on his cot. A gentle snore issues from his nostrils.
The sound of chopping wood is heard off-screen.

After a few more vigorous whacks, Dukhi suddenly loses his patience.
Muttering an oath, he flings the axe away.

The axe flies towards the road, and a brahmin passerby has to
duck to avoid having his head chopped off. He stares aghast at
Dukhi.

Dukhi runs up and retrieves the axe. He is profusely apologetic.
pUkHI: Please don’t mind, sir. It slipped out of my hand. It’ll
never happen again.

Still speechless and with a look of abject terror, the brahmin steps
back. He meets up with another brahmin on his way to the well.
BRAHMIN 2: What’s the matter, Bhagwandas?
BRAHMIN I: That chamar there. He threw an axe at me.
BRAHMIN 2: What!
BRAHMIN I: He—threw—an—axe—at me!
BRAHMIN 2: But why?
BRAHMIN 1: He must have gone berserk. Don’t go this way.
Turn back.

Dukhi, back near the log of wood, has heard this exchange. He sud-
denly feels forlorn. He drops the axe and flops down at the foot of the
ancient tree.

He glances at the log.

It looks as indomitable as ever.

He turns his eyes away.

He seems suddenly overcome with a great weariness.
His lips tremble. His eyes fill with tears.

He gives way to a fit of sobbing.
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DUKHI’S SHACK IN THE CHAMAR SETTLEMENT.
Jhuria has fallen asleep on the verandah. The provisions for the
brahmin lie neatly arranged on the leaf plate beside her.

Dhania plays hopscotch before the shack, gets tired, goes to the road
to see if her father is returning.

Seeing no sign of Dukhi, she goes back to her play.

GHASIRAM’S HOUSE.

Ghasiram stirs, opens his eyes, glances at the clock. It is 2:33 p.m.

There is silence all around but for a lone dove which calls incessantly
from somewhere.

Ghasiram leaves his bed. His wife is asleep too.
Ghasiram goes out to see what the chamar is doing.

Dukhi has fallen asleep leaning against the trunk of the banyan tree.
Ghasiram looks at the log. No splitting has been done yet.

cHast: Hey there, you good-for-nothing!
Dukhi wakes up with a start.
cHasi: So you’ve come here to have a nap, have you?

Dukhi gets up on his feet, has another dizzy spell, and has to hold on
to the tree to avoid toppling over.

cHast: I see no marks on the log yet.
pukar: I had nothing to eat this morning, Maharaj.

cHast: So what? You’ll go home and eat when you’ve done
your work. Now, come on, get going. I want to see you doit.

Dukhi picks up the axe and startsagain. The Gond is back and watches
from the gate. Dukhi gives a few weak whacks.

cHAst: What’s this? Have you no strength in your arms? Hit
harder.

Dukhi calls up all his energy and begins to hit harder.

cHas: That’s it. That’s the way. Don’t stop until you’ve split
it. Yes, that’s the way.

Ghasiram gives his instructions and goes away.
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Dukhi now whacks away as if possessed by a demonic strength.

Moti, just back from school, stops at the gate to watch Dukhi raining
blows on the log.

Dukhi goes on ceaselessly, using the last ounce of energy, whack after
whack, his body bathed in sweat, his veins standing out, his eyes
starting out of their sockets. A tremendous blow makes a yawning
crack in the wood and the next moment—Dukhi falls on his face.

The axe lies embedded in the log.
Dukhi’s body remains inert.

Moti walks up close, looks on for a while, then senses something is
wrong.

He runs away.

Ghasiram has got back to bed for another nap.

Moti comes charging in.
MoTI: The chamar is dead, Father, the chamar is dead!
GHAsI: What?
MoTi: The chamar has fallen on his face by the log of wood.
cHast: Fallen on his face?
moti: And he’s not moving.
cHast: Don’t be silly. He must have fallen asleep again.

Ghasiram gives his son a slap and goes out to investigate.

Ghasiram finds Dukhi lying inert beside the log.
GHasI: Arrey—sleeping again? Get up, get up, I say.
Dukhi doesn’t move.
Ghasiram has a closer look while keeping his distance.
Dukhi looks what he is—a dead man.
Ghasiram goes white as a sheet. He steps back.
Ghasiram suddenly notices Moti standing by. He snaps out at him.

GHAsI: What are you standing there for? Go and play. Go to
Tulsi’s house. Go on!

There is now no doubt in Ghasiram’s mind that Dukhi is dead. Seized
with panic, he runs back into the house.
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Ghasiram shakes his wife out of her sleep.

GHast: Listen, a terrible thing has happened.
LaksaMI: What?

cHast: Dukhi is dead.

raksami: Who?

cHast: Dukhi the chamar.

raksuMmI: But he was chopping wood.

cHasi: He died on the job.

LaksuMi: It can’t be true.

cHast: Itis, It has happened.

LAKsHMI: Are you sure?

cuast: Positive. I know a dead man when I see one.

Lakshmi ponders for a moment.

raksumi: Well, there’s only one thing to do.
cHasl: What?

raksami: Send word to the chamar settlement so they can
come and take the corpse away.

cHast: But,yousee, I...Imean,I...

LaksHMI: What are you mumbling for ? He was chopping wood
and died. He must have been ill..It doesn’t mean you are
responsible. Some people die in their sleep. You didn’t know
he would die.

cuasi: No. Of course not.
vaksami: Well, go then.

The Gond is kneeling by Dukhi. He makes sure that the chamar is
dead. He gives a contemptuous glance in the direction of Ghasiram’s
house.

conD: Holy man he calls himself! Sadhu—Mahatma!

The Gond gets up and makes off with quick steps.
On the road, an old brahmin stands looking suspiciously at Dukhi’s
inert body. He turns to the Gond who is crossing the road.

prAIMIN: What’s the matter with him?

aonn: He’s dead.

prAuMIN: Dead? Who?
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GOoND: Dukhi chamar.
The Gond is gone.

THE CHAMAR SETTLEMENT.
A crowd has gathered to listen to the Gond.

conD: It happened while he was chopping wood. The brahmin
forced him to do it. So he is responsible.

Jhuria comes out of her shack. She senses something is wrong.

GonD: If he comes and asks you to remove the dead body,
don’t listen to him. Don’t go and touch the corpse, or you’ll
be in trouble with the police. This is a police case, and the
brahmin alone is responsible for his death. I know, because
I have seen everything with my own eyes.

Jhuria now knows.
JuURIA: Oh God! Oh God!

She falls in a heap on the rain-soaked ground. The cowherd is return-
ing from the field. The cowbells nearly drown her wailings.

JHURIA: I knew something had happened to him—T knew!

Two chamar women who hear Jhuria’s lament run up to her and put
their arms around her, trying to console her.

woMEN: Get a hold of yourself, Jhuria, get a hold of yourself'!
But Jhuria will not be consoled.

JuuriA: I know, I know it is my husband he is talking about.
I know there was something wrong. I know it, I know it.
Oh, what’ll happen to me now!

We see Dhania standing a few paces away, shocked and whimpering.

The Gond is gone. Now Ghasiram arrives at the chamar settlement.
He looks shaken, and he can hear Jhuria wailing, but he musters up
enough courage to address the chamars.

GHAsI: You see, brothers—Dukhi died a little while ago out-
side my house.

The chamars don’t answer. They keep looking at Ghasiram with
mute defiance.

cHAst: I was about to come to his house with him when he



SADGATI [ 19

died quite suddenly. Now the point is the body can’t lic
there indefinitely. So, if you could arrange to . . .

The chamars don’t budge. They just keep looking at Ghasiram.
Ghasiram loses his nerve and starts pacing back. Jhuria is still wailing.
A rumble of thunder is heard.

A crowd has gathered on the road outside Ghasiram’s house, and is
commenting on the event. ‘A most inconvenient thing to happen’ . . .
‘Blood must have gone to his head’ . .. ‘He threw an axe at Bhag-
wandas’ . ..

Ghasiram is seen approaching his house. The crowd, all brahmins,
walk up to him.

One of them speaks.
BrRAHMIN: This is a serious matter, Panditji. We can’t use the

road to go to the well unless the body is removed. How long
can we go without water?

cuast: I have just been to the chamar settlement and told
them. They will be here presently. You go home now and
come back an hour later. Go on home.

INTERIOR, GHASIRAM’S HOUSE.
Ghasiram comes in. Lakshmi pulls down a sari from the clothesline
and turns to her husband.
Ghasiram goes on, lies down on the charpoy again, his face to the
wall.

LaksuMi: Well, what happened ?

cHaAsi: They won’t listen.

LaksuMmi: What do you mean?

cHaAsi: They won’t remove the corpse.

raksumi: Nonsense. They don’t expect us to remove it, do
they?

cHAsI: I don’t know what they expect, but they looked at me
with real hostility when I told them.

LAaksHMI: So what happens now?
cHast: I don’t know. Don’t ask me.

It has started to rain. Lakshmi looks out gloomily.
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LaksHMI: That corpse lying out in the rain—who knows what’s
going to happen?

Outside, Dukhi’s dead body is pelted by rain. Jhuria comes, soaked
to the skin. She walks up and throws herself over the body of her
husband. Wailing, she shakes the body.
JuUrIA: Open your eyes! Oh, why don’t you open your eyes!
What a curse this is—and our only daughter just about to be
married! Why did you have to be so cruel—leaving us when
we needed you most!

Jhuria now turns towards Ghasiram’s house.
JHURIA: Maharaj!

Lakshmi reacts to the cry. She runs up and bolts the front door.

Jhuria comes running up towards the front door of Ghasiram’s house
in pouring rain.

JHURIA: Maharaj, you made him chop wood when he had
fever only the other day. He had had nothing to eat this
morning. He had no strength and you made him work so
hard. What harm had he done that you were so cruel ?

Jhuria falls on the doorsteps and starts banging on the door, weeping.

Night. It is raining heavily.
Dukhi’s body, now lying face up, is lit by flashes of lightning.

GHASIRAM’S BEDROOM.
Lakshmi sits on the bed, while Ghasiram paces up and down.

raksHMI: If you’d only not asked him to split wood.

cHast: Did I know that he’d had nothing to eat? If you had
given him some food, he wouldn’t have died.

raksuMi: But I didn’t know you were making him work so
hard.

GHasI: A lot of people work hard. They don’t all die.
LaksuMi: What happens if the police gets to know?

cHasi: How can they know ? They can’t come in the rain.
LaksHMI: But the body is beginning to stink already. You can’t
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remove it, and no one’s going to do it for you. The chamars
refuse to come and the brahmins won’t touch it.

cHast: Will you stop jabbering and let me think?
Ghasiram stops pacing.
GHASI (o himself): Let me think . . . let me think . ..

Dawn of the next day.

The rain has stopped, but there are puddles all round, and water
drips from the leaves of the trees.

Dukhi’s legs.

One stiff leg is lifted with the help of a stout, bent twig and a noose
slipped around the ankle. It winds tightly as the rope is pulled.
Ghasiram grips the rope.

Now he has to exert all his strength to haul the corpse towards the
field beyond.

The field. It dips at the far end.

We hear a loud puffing and panting, and Ghasiram enters the shot
dragging the stiff corpse and nearly collapsing in the process. He slips
and stumbles in the slush but carries on with a grim and somewhat
comical determination.

He grows smaller as he recedes from the camera, the corpse in tow,
finally disappearing down the slope.
Now nearly out of breath, Ghasiram dumps the corpse in a spot where

animals’ bones lie scattered—an unprepossessing final resting place
for Dukhi.

We hear a cock crowing, heralding the beginning of another day.

Now we see Ghasiram, his dhoti still wet from his bath. He mumbles
prayers and sprinkles holy water on the spot where Dukhi died.

We see the log with the axe sticking out of it, the holy water cleansing
it and the place around of all impurity.

Ghasiram moves out of the shot, still sprinkling and mumbling.

We stay on the LoG oF wooD and the AXE, while the End Titles appear
over it.

THE END
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